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A.  MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS (40 PTS) 
I.  PHONOLOGY (5 PTS) 
Choose the word whose underlined part is pronounced differently from the others. 
1. A. designedly B. determinedly C. unconcernedly D. unconstrainedly 
2. A. exhortatory B. philharmonic C. self-annihilation D. silhouette 
3. A. bedraggled B. disaggregate C. exaggerative D. self-aggrandisement 
4. A. archaeoastronomy B. coalescence C. coalition D. oasis 
5. A. contradistinguish B. derequisition C. impuissance D. undisguised 
Choose the word which is stressed differently from the other three. 
6. A. chincherinchee B. cohabitee C. evacuee D. subcommittee 
7. A. downhearted B. downtrodden C. upheaval C. upholster 
8. A. disequilibrium B. indiscriminately C. misrepresentative D. unascertainable 
9. A. hyperventilation B. hypoallergenic C. mononucleosis D. unimolecular 
10. A. micropipette B. technopreneur C. telepherique D. unpicturesque 
II. WORD CHOICE (5 PTS): Read the sentences and choose the best answer. 
11. The gift, together with the flowers, was a _______ of his gratitude and appreciation. 

A. coupon B. memento C. remembrance D. token 
12. Hedgehogs, bears and other animals that hibernate remain _______ during winter. 

A. deactivated B. dormant C. impassive D. inert  
13. Despite the fog, we were able to discern a _______ of cottages in the distance. 

A. cluster B. clutter C. congregation D. constellation 
14. Medical privacy laws _______ of health care providers that they be careful with protected information. 

A. conceive B. devise C. envisage D. require 
15. I would _______ my colleague’s wrath and displeasure by using his research without consent. 

A. concur B. co-occur C. incur D. recur 
16. Any business suspected of tax _______ will deprive the nation of wealth and prosperity. 

A. desertion  B. evasion C. invasion D. retention 
17. The police have been _______ the district for the murderer, leaving no stone unturned. 

A. brainwashing B. penetrating C. ransacking D. scouring 
18. It was predicted that business would be destroyed and the town’s economy would be in _______. 

A. fragments B. scraps C. segments D. tatters 
19. The world was _______ on the edge of nuclear catastrophe and cold wars were inevitable. 

A. fluctuating B. oscillating C. stumbling D. teetering 
20. A student on the _______ of a new life at university killed himself with a massive tranquiliser overdose. 

A. inception B. kick-off C. portal D. threshold 
III. GRAMMAR AND STRUCTURES (5 PTS): Read the sentences and choose the best answer. 
21. His desire was to make herbal medicine available those who could _______ afford to visit a physician. 

A. badly B. ill C. ineptly D. poorly 
22. _______ terms are Hoang Sa and Truong Sa in possession of China. They belong to Vietnam. 

A. In no uncertain B. Not a contradiction in C. Not on equal D. On no good 
23. B-Phone’s rising inventories, _______ correspondingly by increases in sales, can lead to production 

cutbacks that would hamper economic growth. 
A. if not unaccompanied B. though accompanied C. unless accompanied D. when unaccompanied 

24. _______ the circling the globe faster than Jules Verne’s fictional Phileas Fogg. 
A. A pioneer journalist, Nellie Bly’s exploits included 
B. Also included in the exploits of Nellie Bly, a pioneer journalist, was 
C. The exploits of Nellie Bly, a pioneer journalist, were included 
D. The pioneer journalist’s exploits of Nellie Bly included 
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25. Along with the drop in producer prices announced yesterday _______ the strong retail sales figures 
released today _______ growing slowly, is not nearing a recession. 
A. were – as if to indicate the economy, although B. enclosed – as is indicative of the economy, if 
C. included – as though the economy, indicatively, D. lay – like an indication of the economy, though 

26. _______, schistosomiasis is _______ become an economic drain on many developing countries. 
A. A fatal disease notwithstanding – debilitating to B. Not a fatal disease – of such debility that it has 
C. Not being fatal – too debilitating to D. Though no fatal disease – so debilitating as to 

27. Laos has a land area _______ are members of hill tribes ensconced in the virtually inaccessible 
mountain valleys of the north. 
A. about the same as Great Britain but a population of only four million people, many of them 
B. comparable to that of Great Britain but a population of only four million people, many of whom 
C. comparable to the size of Great Britain, but only four million in population, and many of them 
D. of about the same size as Great Britain is, but only four million in population, and many of whom 

28. _______ a leading figure in the Scottish Enlightenment, Adam Smith wrote two major books that are to 
democratic capitalism _______ Marx’s Das Kapital is to socialism. 
A. Being – while B. Having been – which C. ɸ – what D. To be – that 

29. Owning and living in a freestanding house is still a goal of young adults, _______ earlier generations. 
A. as did B. as it was of C. like that of D. so have 

30. Often visible as smog, _______ in the atmosphere when hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides, two major 
pollutants emitted by automobiles, react with sunlight. 
A. meteorologists recognise the substances contributory to ozone formation 
B. ozone is formed, as is recognised by meteorologists, from the substances 
C. ozone, meteorologists recognise, formed from the substances 
D. the substances from which ozone is formed are recognised by meteorologists 

IV. PHRASAL VERBS AND PREPOSITIONS (5 PTS): Read the sentences and choose the best answer. 
31. The Premiership clubs have never disguised their antipathy _______ those who oppose their principles. 

A. over B. up C. to D. with 
32. Could you possibly _______ in for me at the next committee meeting? I’ll be busy then. 

A. be B. go C. put D. sit  
33. We are fighting to make peace in the Vietnam Waters, but negotiations are _______ with difficulties. 

A. bedevilled B. beleaguered C. beset D. besieged 
34. Serious things have happened and it’s no good people letting _______ that they didn’t. 

A. down B. in for C. in on D. on 
35. Mauritius was a British colony for almost 200 years, _______ the domains of administration and 

teaching, the English language was never really spoken on the island. 
A. barring B. besides C. but saving for D. with the exception of 

36. The pilot wasn’t letting them get on if a passenger was late, but had _______ pressure from others. 
A. branched out into B. caved in to C. forked out for D. ploughed back into 

37. Parents’ fallings-out must be confronted in their private space _______ the children. 
A. detrimental much to whom without B. much as the detriment to 
C. much to the detriment of D. without much detriment to 

38. Teachers could get a feel of the polytechnic education and the kind of training _______ the students. 
A. bestowed upon B. conferred with C. imparted to D. indicted of 

39. Some self-help books can enable you to draw a line _______ the past and concentrate on the future. 
A. at B. between C. in D. under 

40. In friendship we _______ the embarrassment of a dissident disclosure. 
A. are at pains to avoid  B. are on pain of avoidance  
C. are under pain of avoidance D. avoid for one another’s pains 

V.  GUIDED CLOZE (10 PTS): Read the passages and choose the best answer. 
PASSAGE 1 
 Slavery was not the only (41) _______ of life in New Orleans that would have been (42) _______ with 
men like Captain Amos Stoddard, a New Englander who became one of the governors of the new lands. 
Stoddard might have been (43) _______ by the odd cultural mix that New Orleans represented, and which 
it still (44) _______, in some forms, to this day. After the Spanish ceded Louisiana to the French, much of 
the Spanish population in New Orleans departed for Cuba. As they left and French immigrants came in 
from Francophone colonies like San Domingue, New Orleans took on a Gallic tinge. At the same time, 
traces of Spanish occupation remained strong, with luxurious homes in the city built in Spanish style, 
around courtyards and with stucco walls. As a further reminder of the territory’s past governments, the 
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Louisiana State Legislature met in the former palace of the Spanish governors, until it burned down in 
1827. In what might (45) _______ readers today as a particularly (46) _______ reminder of the city’s 
previous masters, two pillories stood on Chartres Street. The Spanish authorities had locked prisoners in 
those stocks and sometimes publicly humiliated and abused them. 
 Thomas Jefferson, the American President, in purchasing Louisiana and bringing about the  
(47) _______ of control that occurred on December 20, opened a new (48) _______ in American history 
and closed the old one, of which he had been a principal author. Only a few years before, he had rejected 
Alexander Hamilton’s proposal for a national bank by arguing that the Constitution didn’t (49) _______ the 
U.S. government to create such an institution. By 1803 he seems to have changed his feelings about the 
problem of “implied powers” – or at least been excited enough about the possible uses of 828,000 square 
miles of property to set aside any legal (50) _______. 
41. A. demeanour B. exposure C. facet D. outlook 
42. A. anomalous B. unconversant C. unenlightened D. unorthodox 
43. A. disconcerted B. discombobulated C. nonplussed D. perplexed 
44. A. refrains B. relinquishes C. renounces D. retains 
45. A. inspire B. instil C. present D. strike 
46. A. alarming B. chilling C. freezing D. petrifying 
47. A. conveyance B. hand-over C. transfer D. transplantation 
48. A. chapter B. convocation C. section D. subdivision 
49. A. emancipate B. empower C. liberate D. unshackle 
50. A. compunctions B. qualms C. reservations D. scruples 
PASSAGE 2 
 The issues for (51) _______ economies are a little more straightforward. The desire to build on 
undeveloped land is not (52) _______ out of desperation or necessity, but is a result of the relentless 
march of progress. Cheap labour and a relatively highly-skilled workforce make these countries highly 
competitive and there is a flood of inward investment, particularly from (53) _______ looking to take 
advantage of the low wages before the cost and standard of living begin to rise. It is factors such as these 
that are making many Asian economies extremely attractive when viewed as investment opportunities at 
the moment. Similarly, in Africa, the relative (54) _______ of precious metals and natural resources tends 
to attract a lot of (55) _______ companies and a whole sub-industry develops around and is completely 
dependent on this foreign-direct investment. It is understandable that countries that are the focus of this 
sort of attention can lose sight of the environmental implications of large-scale industrial development, and 
this can have devastating consequences for the natural world. And it is a (56) _______ cycle because the 
more industrially active a nation becomes, the greater the demand for and harvesting of natural resources. 
For some, the environmental issues, though they can hardly be ignored, are viewed as a (57) _______ 
concern. Indeed, having an environmental conscience or taking environmental matters into consideration 
when it comes to decisions on whether or not to build rubber-tree (58) _______ or grow biofuel crops 
would be quite (59) _______ indeed. For those involved in such schemes it is a pretty black-and-white 
issue. For vast (60) _______ of land in Latin America, i.e. it is clear that the welfare of the rainforests 
matters little to local government when vast sums of money can be made from cultivating the land. 
51. A. converging B. demerging C. emerging D. resurging 
52. A. arisen B. born C. bred D. grown 
53. A. intercontinentals B. multinationals C. outmigrations D. transmigrations 
54. A. abundance B. accumulation C. amplitude D. premonition 
55. A. exploitation B. exploration C. purveyance D. surveillance 
56. A. vacuous B. vexatious C. vicious D. viscous 
57. A. exponential B. extrinsic C. parallel D. peripheral 
58. A. holdings B. homesteads C. plantations D. ranches 
59. A. imperative B. prohibitive C. proscriptive D. prospective 
60. A. plots B. regions C. sectors D. tracts 
VI. READING COMPREHENSION (10 PTS): Read the passages and choose the best answer. 
PASSAGE 1 

CLOUD SEEDING 
 Precipitation is essential for any type of farming, and since the development of agriculture man has 
attempted to gain influence over or to control this life-giving phenomenon. For much of human history, 
such efforts have been the province of shamans, witch doctors, and priests, who have sought to enlist the 
aid of the supernatural in bringing steady and reliable rains during the growing season. In fact, in many 
earlier societies, the great authority afforded to such individuals was explicitly based on their 
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claims to supposedly command the rains to come. In modern times, most societies have turned 
away from such superstitions. Rain-making efforts continue today, albeit under the guise of science. 
Modern rain-making efforts centre around the practice of cloud seeding, in which certain chemicals (usually 
silver iodide) are released into the atmosphere to induce precipitation. In order to understand this process, 
it is first necessary to understand what causes precipitation under natural circumstances. 
 Precipitation requires two processes to take place inside a cloud: condensation and coalescence. 
Condensation occurs when the air in a cloud cools beyond a certain point. Clouds are essentially masses of 
air saturated with water vapour, and the amount of water vapour that the air can hold is a function of 
temperature. Warmer air can hold more water vapour, while cooler air can hold less. Thus, when a mass of 
warm air cools, either as a result of a collision with a cooler mass of air or through some other process, its 
ability to hold water vapour decreases. When this ability drops below the amount of water vapour the cloud 
actually holds, the cloud is said to be supersaturated. At this point, the water vapour will begin to condense 
into tiny microscopic droplets. 
 While the supersaturation of the cloud marks the point at which water droplets begin to form, it does 
not always result in precipitation. These initial water droplets are so small that the force of air resistance 
and upward breaths of wind are sufficient to keep them suspended within the cloud. It is when these 
water droplets begin to combine into larger water drops or freeze in to ice crystals, a process known as 
coalescence, that they gain enough mass to fall as either rain or snow. In order to coalesce, however, 
these water droplets must first have something to coalesce around. Typically, this is a microscopic particle 
of dirt or dust that has been blown up into a cloud. Without the presence of such particles, precipitation is 
nearly impossible. In fact, in clouds without these particles, condensed water droplets may even drop 
below the freezing point without coalescing into raindrops or snowflakes. 
 It is precisely these conditions which cloud seeding seeks to exploit. In cloud seeding, super-fine 
particles of silver iodide are released into a cloud in an attempt to initiate coalescence and thus produce 
precipitation. The silver iodide is typically delivered via a ground-launched rocket or a plane that has been 
specially outfitted with cloud-seeding equipment. In either case, the process is the same. If successful, the 
water droplets will coalesce around the particles of silver iodide and fall as either rain or snow, depending 
on temperatures closer to the ground. 
 While cloud seeding works in theory, its real-world efficacy is more open to debate. There are 
undeniably cases in which cloud seeding does produce precipitation. However, it is often impossible to tell 
whether greater amounts of precipitation occur with the aid of cloud seeding than would have occurred 
naturally. Moreover, cloud seeding can only work when cloud conditions are already ripe for precipitation; 
that is, when a cloud is already supersaturated. In instances when this is not the case, cloud seeding is 
powerless to produce rain. Cloud seeding, for example, may initiate rainfall in temperate climates, but it 
would be a futile practice in desert regions. Another drawback is that cloud seeding naturally results in 
rainfalls laden with silver iodide, which can be toxic to vegetation and wildlife in high enough 
concentrations. Despite these limitations, cloud seeding is a growing practice worldwide. Currently, 24 
nations, including the United States, China, Russia, and Australia, have active cloud seeding programs. 
Some of these nations have begun to experiment with materials other than silver iodide in their programs, 
hoping to find a method of cloud seeding that is more environmentally friendly. 
61. The word “province” in the passage is closest in meaning to “_______”. 

A. authority B. jurisdiction C. realm D. specialty 
62. In paragraph 1, why does the author allude to kahunas, healers and clerics? 

A. To belabour the point that rain in religious rituals is of great import 
B. To elucidate the futility of all rain-making endeavours 
C. To illustrate the dearth of empirical erudition amidst primitive civilisations 
D. To yield a celebrated background for rainmaking ventures 

63. Based on the information in paragraph 2, condensation can best be designated as _______. 
A. the amalgam of minuscule water droplets B. the diminution of air temperatures inside a cloud  
C. the genesis of water droplets from water vapour D. the resistance of water vapour to supersaturation 

64. What is required for coalescence to transpire? 
A. Air temperatures must depreciate to a critical level. 
B. The aggregate of water vapour in a cloud must exceed a certain point. 
C. Water droplets must become sufficiently dense to overcome air resistance. 
D. Water droplets must have something on which to affix themselves. 

65. According to paragraph 4, the mantle of silver iodide in cloud seeding is to _______. 
A. augment the amount of water vapour in the cloud B. diminish the inclusive air temperature in the cloud 
C. expedite coalescence  D. facilitate condensation 
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66. The word “efficacy” in the passage is closest in meaning to “_______”. 
A. prevalence B. reliability C. sanctuary D. usefulness 

67. Based on paragraph 5, what can be inferred about cloud seeding? 
A. Cloud seeding actually precipitates very little environmental desecration. 
B. Cloud seeding does not always work. 
C. Cloud seeding methods have never been appraised. 
D. The overheads of cloud seeding are exorbitant to be viable. 

68. Why are nations looking for auxiliary constituents to manoeuvre in cloud seeding? 
A. Silver iodide introduces poisons into the environment. 
B. Silver iodide wields extortionate delivery modi operandi like projectiles and airplanes. 
C. The availability of silver iodide is extremely limited. 
D. They hanker after a more effective component than silver iodide. 

69. Which of the sentences below best conveys the intrinsic information in the highlighted sentence in 
the passage? 
A. In primeval societies, only puissant individuals (ecclesiastics) had the prerogative to command the rains. 
B. In primitive civilisations, authority epitomes dodged explicit assertions about constraining the rains. 
C. The formidable stature of religious epitomes in primitive civilisations was primarily due to their allegations 

to restrain the rain.  
D. The greatness of primeval societies was grounded in the adroitness of ethereal leaders to create rain. 

70. The phrase “upward breaths” in the passage can be replaced by “_______”. 
A. upbraids B. updraughts C. upheavals D. uprisings 

PASSAGE 2 
PIAGET’S STAGES OF COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT 

 By charting out the typical cognitive development of children, Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget has 
heavily influenced how psychiatrists delineate the progress of juvenile psychological growth. Beginning in 
the 1920s and up until his death in 1980, he studied the errors schoolchildren made on various tests and 
realised that children of the same age made the same kinds of reasoning errors. Based on these recurring 
patterns, he identified stages in a child’s cognitive development, beginning from infancy and extending 
through adulthood. Essentially, he proposed that there was a common timetable by which children initially 
develop simple cognitive skills and gradually refine them into more abstract ways of thinking. While more 
recent theories on the matter suggest that there is more overlap among these stages and that different 
environments affect children’s progress, Piaget’s theory was nonetheless extremely important to initial 
studies of cognitive development. 
 According to Piaget, the first stage that children go through is the sensorimotor stage, an eventful and 
complex period that Piaget further divided into six sub-stages. The sensorimotor stage begins at birth and 
lasts roughly until the child is two years old. During this time, the child experiences the world through his 
senses and motor skills, and he will initially develop and master the basic reflexes of infants, such as 
grasping, sucking, looking, and listening. Moreover, the infant begins to develop the fundamentals of basic 
cognitive functions. He develops awareness of himself and of objects as separate entities and begins to 
manipulate his external environment, usually by kicking, moving objects, and chewing on toys. The child 
also learns that certain actions will have certain effects, and he may perform an action to recreate these 
effects. For instance, he may accidentally suck his thumb and find it pleasurable, so he repeatedly sucks his 
thumb to experience the pleasure again. The child may also experiment with different actions to test their 
effects, like making various sounds to get an adult’s attention. Finally, the child also shows the basic 
capacity for understanding symbols, and he develops a rudimentary use of language toward the end of 
this stage, most notably by identifying parents with words like “mama” and “dada.” 
 In the next stage, the preoperational stage (ages 2–7), the child expands his capacity for symbolic 
thinking, and he can envision the environment and manipulate it within his imagination. Imagination thus 
develops more fully, as seen in the child’s tendency to role-play other people (like his parents, firefighters, 
etc.), and to pretend that objects are other things, like pretending that a broom is a horse. This stage is 
marked by two other distinctive characteristics. The first is egocentrism. While the child’s language 
develops more fully for the purpose of social interaction, his thought process is still limited by individual 
experiences, and these cognitive limitations exclude any alternative viewpoints. Piaget determined this 
when he instructed several children in this age group to look at a three-dimensional model of a mountain 
from a particular angle and then pick out a particular scene they saw. All of the subjects correctly fulfilled 
the task, but, when asked to pick out what someone else would have seen when looking at a different 
angle, they only picked out the respective scenes they saw. Basically, they were oblivious to the fact that 
a viewer at a different angle would see a different scene, so they were only able to pick out only what they 
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saw personally. The other characteristic is that thought occurs in an illogical and irreversible manner. A 
child can easily believe that things can magically increase, decrease, or vanish, as perceptions often dictate 
their reality. Piaget determined this from an experiment in which he poured equal amounts of liquid into a 
short thick glass and a tall thin glass and asked the children which container had more liquid. The subjects 
often selected the tall thin glass because the liquid reached a higher level and made the glass appear fuller. 
They believed that liquid magically appeared to fill the taller glass, even though they were told both glasses 
contained the same amount. 
 In the final two stages, the child refines his skills or reasoning and analysis. In the concrete operational 
stage (ages 7–11), the child shows evidence for logical thought and becomes less egocentric in his 
thinking. He begins to grasp concepts such as mass, length, volume, time, and other abstract 
measurements, and he becomes capable of solving basic logical problems and understanding reversible 
logic. He can perform simple arithmetic like addition, subtraction, and multiplication, and his understanding 
of how these concepts relate to each other increased. For instance, he understands that ten minus five 
equals five, so five plus five equals ten. He is also able to categorise concepts, such as identifying a tiger as 
a cat, a cat as an animal, and thus a tiger as an animal. In the fourth and final stage, the formal 
operational stage (from puberty to adulthood), the child is finally able to think in completely abstract terms. 
He is able to perform algebra, calculus, and other mathematics that utilise symbols, formulas, and logic, 
and he is capable of other complex critical and analytical thought. This also allows him to hypotheses from 
experiments and using these to predict the effects of certain actions. The extent to which people achieve 
this degree of abstract thinking is always different, and some may never fully or adequately grasp these 
skills, even as adults. 
71. The word “delineate” in the passage is closest in meaning to “_______”. 

A. counterbalance B. descry C. embolden D. map 
72. In paragraph 1, the author moots Piaget’s dissertations with children in order to _______. 

A. collate his disquisitions with contemporary therapists’  B. denote the glitches in his procedures  
C. designate how he augmented his postulations  D. exhibits how Piaget’s hypotheses are pertained 

73. According to paragraph 1, what can be inferred about Piaget’s analyses? 
A. They are chiefly issued from other therapists’ inquires. B. They have been called into question recently. 
C. They invalidated other schools of psychology. D. They were never orthodox among psychiatrists. 

74. According to paragraph 2, a child’s development in the sensorimotor juncture is typified by _______. 
A. an aptitude for discerning reversible notions B. a cognizance of the entity of external objects  
C. an sagacity of numerical hypotheses D. a significant diminution in egocentrism 

75. The word “rudimentary” in the passage is closest in meaning to “_______”. 
A. abortive B. basic C. makeshift D. unsophisticated 

76. The phrase “oblivious to” in the passage is closest in meaning to “_______”. 
A. heedless of B. impervious to C. insensible to D. unconscious of 

77. According to paragraph 3, most children who executed Piaget’s mountain test _______. 
A. could use their motor prowess to manipulate their surroundings 
B. evinced the ability to classify objects into different categories  
C. had tribulations assigning symbols to external objects 
D. were impotent to ruminate on the perspectives of other personages 

78. According to paragraph 4, all of the following are true about the formal operational juncture EXCEPT  
_______. 
A. It conventionally institutes at the onset of juvenescence. 
B. It is the most abiding episode of development. 
C. It is when people refine skills mandatory for convoluted mathematics. 
D. It makes the same strides with the same ramifications all and sundry. 

79. According to the passage, at which episode would a child distinctly possible commence to impersonate  
an astronaut? 
A. concrete B. formal C. preoperational D. sensorimotor 

80. Based on the information in the passage, what can be inferred about a child in the concrete operational 
juncture? 
A. He would be adroit to conduct and unravel the elaborate mathematical equations often wielded in 

calculus. 
B. He would discern that the containers in the liquids-in-two containers test have the same amount. 
C. He would most likely flunk Piaget’s test that incorporated a three-dimensional model of mountain. 
D. He would only be able to kick, shriek, and masticate on miscellaneous objects to create changes in 

his vicinities. 
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B.  WRITTEN QUESTIONS (60 PTS) 
I. OPEN CLOZE (20 PTS): Read the passages and fill each gap with ONE word. 
PASSAGE 1 
 Many separate fires smouldered in the humus of the forest floor. Smoke sometimes (1) __________ a 
shadow over the sun, which was often visible only at midday. On September 30, flames came within three 
miles of the town of Green Bay, (2) __________ 1,200 cords of wood stored at a charcoal kiln. The 
settlements in the area were becoming increasingly (3) __________ from both the outside world and one 
(4) __________ as railroad and telegraph lines burned. The fires seemed to wax and (5) __________, 
depending on the wind and chance. On September 30 the Marinette and Peshtigo Eagle reported hopefully 
that “the fires have nearly (6) __________ out now in this vicinity.” But the paper was wide of the  
(7) __________, and the fires were growing. By October 4, the smoke was so thick on Green Bay that 
ships had to use their foghorns and navigate by compass. On October 7, the paper, (8) __________ to 
looking for any scrap of good news, noted that at least the smoke had greatly reduced the mosquito 
population and that “a certain establishment down on the bay shore that has been obnoxious to the 
respectable citizens” had burned. The paper’s editor, (9) __________-off by the burning of the telegraph 
line, could not know it, but a large, deep low-pressure area was moving in from the west. The winds 
circling it would turn the smouldering forest of north-eastern Wisconsin into (10) __________ on earth. 
PASSAGE 2 
 Despite the continued resilience of those early town perks, it wasn’t until the Depression that modern 
Hershey started to take (11) __________. Perhaps the only town in the country actually to prosper during 
the 1930s, it thrived because Hershey vowed his Utopia would never be on the (12) __________. Instead 
he funded a massive building boom that gave (13) __________ to the most visited buildings in today’s 
Hershey and delivered wages to more than 600 workers. He admitted that his (14) __________ were 
partly selfish: “If I don’t provide work for them, I’ll have to feed them. And since building materials are now 
at their lowest cost levels, I’m going to build and give them jobs.” He seems to have spared no  
(15) __________; most of the new buildings were strikingly opulent. The first to be finished was the three-
million-dollar limestone Community Centre, home to the 1,904-seat Venetian-style Hershey Community 
Theatre, which has played (16) __________ since 1933 to touring Broadway shows and to music, dance, 
and opera performances. It offers just as much to look at when the lights are on and the curtains closed. 
The floors in the aptly (17) __________ Grand Lobby are polished Italian lava rock, surrounded by marble 
walls and capped with a bas-relief ceiling showing (18) __________ of wheat, beehives, swans, and scenes 
from Roman mythology. With dazzling inner foyer, Hershey (19) __________ his nose even harder at the 
ravages of the Depression: The arched ceiling is tiled in gold, the fire curtain bears a painting of Venice, 
and the ceiling is studded with 88 tiny lightbulbs to re-create a star-(20) __________ night. 
II. WORD FORMATION (20 PTS)  
Complete each sentence, using the correct form of the word in parentheses. 
1. Although the U.S. has recognised same-sex marriage nationwide, it doesn’t mean we allies can rest on 

our laurels and are __________ from the responsibility to advocate our LGBT friends and families. 
(ONUS) 

2. As the global warming looms large, more and more icebergs make the __________ journey from one 
continent to another, resulting in the sea level rise. (POLE) 

3. My mother was unable to get over her __________ since she was never a part of the high-tech 
generation, for whom computers must have been a living nightmare. (PHOBIC) 

4. People coming from the Southern Vietnam always enjoy home cooking, especially the snakehead fish 
done slowly in __________ pots over fires then served with rice and vegetables. (EARTH) 

5. The fauna is becoming comparatively __________ due to the isolation, young geological age of the 
island and forestry activities within habitats. (PAUPER) 

6. The jailbreaking of iOS is led by a(n) __________ talented and pre-eminent group of hackers, whose 
jobs are much more complex than its simple elements might imply. (PASS) 

7. The mind-boggling TV series Sense8 has posed a serious question: What happens when our convictions 
and callings clash __________ with those of ordinary people? (CONCILIATE) 

8. Training for advanced English exams is an opportunity to challenge yourselves, for it is quite difficult to 
know your level if the consolidations are __________. (BRAIN) 

9. When children are bitten by poisonous snakes, initial treatment of __________ involves keeping them 
collected and preventing further toxin release until access to medical assistance. (VENOM) 

10. While many people argue that taking a gap year and travelling before college is merely a waste of time 
and money, others consider it a(n) __________ experience that provides insight into real life. (EYE) 

Complete the passage with the appropriate forms from the words given in the box. 
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DEFINE 
HOLD 

LABOUR 
PAIN 

SLAVE 
SUFFICE 

TACIT 
TAKE 

WATER 
WORLD 

 The Navajo are a peaceful and pastoral people, living by, with and off their flocks of sheep and goats. 
Though the arid character of their country – good for grazing only – forces them to lead a nomadic life, 
most of the families have one main home, generally in a(n) (11) __________ valley, where they raise corn, 
beans, melons, oats, alfalfa, etc. The Navajo women weave the renowned Navajo blankets, famous for 
their durability, beauty and variety of design, and careful execution, whilst a number of men are clever 
silversmiths, making silver necklaces, belts, bracelets, wristlets, rings and buttons of rare beauty, out of 
Mexican silver dollars. They have always been (12) __________. They have little of the sullen,  
(13) __________ disposition attributed to Indians generally, and are cheerful, friendly, hospitable and 
industrious. Their government is democratic; there is no chief over the whole tribe, and their local chiefs 
are men of temporary and (14) __________ authority, whose power depends largely upon their personal 
influence, their eloquence and their reputation for wisdom and justice. The tribe is divided into about 58 
clans or gentes, grouped under several original or nuclear clans. Marriages with Mexicans, Utes, Apaches, 
but especially with the neighbouring Pueblo Indians who were captured or (15) __________ and eventually 
adopted into the tribe, are responsible for a number of clans. As a consequence there is nothing like a(n) 
(16) __________ or a prevailing Navajo type. Every variety of form and figure can be found among them. 
Marriage occurs early in life and polygamy and divorce are prevalent. 
 The (17) __________ system of pagan worship, expressed in chants, sacrifices, sand painting, dances, 
ceremonies, some of which last nine days, make the Navajo appears very religious. Though they have no 
conception of one supreme being, their anthropomorphous deities are numerous and strikingly democratic. 
The ideas of paradise and (18) __________ being unknown to them, they believe in a hereafter consisting 
of a life of happiness with the people of the lower worlds. They are consistent (19) __________ in their 
faith system. Diseases are thought to be caused by evil beings, by malign influences of enemies, and by 
various occult agencies. Their remedies are largely magical and constitute an integral part of their religion. 
Their superstitions, ceremonies and customs are (20) __________ kept alive by an extraordinarily large 
number of medicine men who wield a powerful influence among them. Though missionaries have lived 
among the Navajo since the early 1600s, few Navajo have been converted to Christianity. 
III. ERROR CORRECTION (5 PTS): Identify and correct 10 errors in the passage. 
1 
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
15 

 Gambling was legalised in Nevada in 1931 to increase venue for the state. Today the casinos are 
very all-important for the financial growth of Las Vegas. Bugsy Siegel, the gangster and casino owner, 
is the developer we remember most. A Capone syndicate boss, Siegel came to Las Vegas in the late 
1930s and saw a potential gold mine in the book operations that casinos used to get bets on horse 
races in Florida, New York, and California, Offering his syndicate’s race-reporting Continental Wire 
Service to the bookbinders at a lower price than any of the existing services, Siegel cornered the 
market. Then, in 1942, the competition was eliminated, Siegel abruptly raised the prices and demanded 
a profit share from each book. Without another source for race results, and frightened by Siegel’s 
connections to Capone, in which the casinos capitulated. 
 With the profits, Siegel started his own casino. The ambitious Flamingo Hotel was finished in 1946. 
Situated on a strip of land along the Los Angeles Highway and designed to be an elegant resort rather 
than a faux Western gambling hall, the Flamingo forever moved the concentration of Las Vegas away 
from downtown. This helped the town assure of the success of gambling as its major industry. Freeing 
from the confinement of their Western heritage, European-style casinos and resorts flourished in the 
years after 1946. Siegel was shot in a gangland execution in 1947, but his legacy lives on in the gaudy 
formalism of casinos like Caesar’s Palace and The Sands. 

IV. SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (15 PTS): Rewrite the sentences using the words given. 
1. Rain has been scarce over the past few months, and even if it rained, it didn’t last long. 
à What  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Should anyone want to know, graduation and entrance exam have now turned into a multi-purpose one. 
à To _______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. That the press heaped scorn on the handling of the crisis is immaterial to us. 
à Of  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. The last time there was such an environmental catastrophe was a thousand years ago. 
à Not  ___________________________________________________________________  proportions. 

5. The underprivileged were no worse-off fifty years ago than they are now. 
à The underprivileged were every  _______________________________________________________ 

6. Don’t hesitate to make use of the library’s resources. (AVAIL) 
à You are at  ________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. I think John is planning to take over the business when his boss retires. (DESIGNS) 
à I am  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

8. John advised starting the project over again from the beginning to get it perfect. (SCRATCH) 
à It was on  _______________________________________________________________  perfection. 

9. Making a fuss over such trivial things at this stage will get us nowhere. (MOUNTAIN) 
à Making  ______________________________________________________________________  avail. 

10. My mother agonised over whether she should keep following the Indian TV series Co Dau Tam Tuoi 
which was found in production for more than 2,000 episodes. (QUANDARY) 
à Discovering  _______________________________________________________________________ 

11. People always hold fate responsible for whatever’s going wrong in their life. (UNTOWARD) 
à People always pin  __________________________________________________________  happens. 

12. People say that Nguyen Chi Thanh was once an example of an exceptionally green street. (SINGLED) 
à Nguyen Chi Thanh  __________________________________________________________________ 

13. They only returned our money after we brought legal proceedings against them. (REIMBURSED) 
à Were  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

14. This should be returned to the sender of this letter as soon as possible. (UNDERSIGNED) 
à Would you be so  _____________________________________________________________  delay. 

15. You are forever spending your leaves of absence doing trivial and worthless things. (ERRANDS) 
à It’s a  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

- END OF TEST. BEST OF LUCK - 
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Complete each sentence, using the correct form of the word in parentheses. 
1. Since they have been freed from the restraints of the country’s __________ political system, top 

Vietnamese NGOs have demonstrated an impressive capacity and desire for equal rights. (ONUS) 
2. Evidence suggests that these data may reasonably be __________ to older patients, although trials 

showing the benefits of these vaccines have excluded patients above this age. (POLE) 
3. He’s already become a formidable, almost mythical figure to many hardcore __________ and critics, 

the kind of filmmaker who gets described in magical, visionary terms. (PHILIA) 
4. The web-drama “Thuong An” was so __________ good that many fangirls couldn’t get enough of it, and 

actually watched it over and over again, until it was temporarily discontinued for a renewal. (EARTH) 
5. The evidence exhibits no other instance of the abandonment of a parish, but it contains many in which 

the pressure of the poor rate has reduced the rent to one half, or less than half of what it would have 
been, if the land had been situated in a(n) __________ district, and some in which it has been 
impossible for the owner to find a tenant. (PAUPER) 

6. The workshops did not __________ the inherent difficulties posed by the environment but presented 
anecdotal and experiential accounts related in the first person. (PASS) 

7. The old quantum theory, as these efforts came to be called, was a convoluted and __________ 
combination of the classical ideas of Newton and Maxwell with the quantum prescriptions of Planck and 
Einstein. (CONCILIATE) 

8. Each student in the course is given a journal in which to record impressions of the art seen, respond to 
presentations by guest speakers, followed by two __________ sessions and final projects. (BRAIN) 

9. The park’s venom-milking program is the only supplier of venom to Melbourne’s Commonwealth Serum 
Laboratories – makers of __________ crucial to treating snakebite victims. (VENOM) 

10. The intern has been trying to come up with a term to describe that particular __________ look of false 
innocence that co-workers flash at him when he approaches their desks. (EYE) 

 

Complete the sentences with the appropriate forms from the words given in the box. 
DEFINE 
HOLD 

LABOUR 
PAIN 

SLAVE 
SUFFICE 

TACIT 
TAKE 

WATER 
WORLD 

11. Almost all the ingredients of a(n) __________ breakfast are available from within the county, say the 
organisers – from bread flour to farm eggs, fresh milk, locally-cured bacon and prize-winning preserves. 

12. Both dishes were proof that the sort of culinary self-indulgence and __________ that has become 
commonplace in so many fish restaurants need not be a part of running a successful seafood restaurant. 

13. Cocaine acts by inhibiting norepinephrine __________ in peripheral sympathetic nerve terminals as well 
as stimulating central sympathetic outflow. 

14. He radiated a peculiar combination of warmth and __________; a combination which suggested he 
would remain perfectly pleasant, so long as one kept a reasonable distance. 

15. In the present exhibition the seven participating artists are young and on the __________ of their 
careers hoping to make works that in time would translate into blue-chip art. 

16. Major efforts to improve access to drinking water have not been matched by proportionate declines in 
deaths and illnesses from __________ diseases, which remain grossly underestimated. 

17. No specific dosage adjustments are recommended for patients with hepatic or renal __________ 
because of the drug’s minimal systemic absorption. 

18. Official favour is still needed in a country with a shaky legal system, __________ property rights and 
political protection that can be abruptly removed. 

19. The abuse sometimes involves beatings and always involves very long hours of work, very low or no 
pay, being locked up by the employer, being denied food, being insulted and __________ from dawn 
till dusk. 

20. The tablet is especially useful for __________ and will also effectively treat digestive discomfort 
including cramps, flatulence and hiccups. 




