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Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence,  
using the word given. Do not change the word given. 
Underline the phrases meaning “take somebody aback”. 
 
1. He won’t be shocked by his poor performance since he has been too confident of his 
    early success. (HEAD) 
    Seeing …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… up. 
2. It was his unexpected appearance that took us aback. (FETCHED) 
    What caught ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… blue.  
3. She forced herself to calm down for fear that she would be flabbergasted by the trouble. 
    (TRACKS) 
    Lest …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. composure. 
4. Gobsmacked by her son’s behaviour, she resorted to punishing him severely. (GARTERS) 
    She might …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… sideways. 
 
Think of one word which best fits each space to complete the phrases that mean: 
  
5. to calm (down): to ……………….. oneself together, to ……………….. down,  
 to get/take a ……………….. (on oneself ) 
6. to punish sb:  to bring sb to ……………….. ,  
 to ……………….. down on sb (like a ton of ……………….. ) 
 
Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the space.  
All of the missing words mean “shocked/shocking”. 
  
7. She looked slightly ……………….. at first but composed herself quickly. (PLUS) 
8. At first it seemed like a(n) ……………….. idea, but then we realised that it wasn’t so crazy after all.  
    (RAGE) 
9. She looked absolutely ……………….. when I told her what had happened. She could hardly say a  
    word. (DUMB) (2 possibilities) 
10. She was ……………….. when her parents told her she was orphaned. (THUNDER) 

• Read the original sentence 
carefully and identify what 
grammatical structures are 
used. 

• Decide the equivalent 
structures in the second 
sentence. 

 
For example, although + clause 
expresses a concession or contrast, 
to which some alternatives are: 
while/whilst + clause, despite the 
fact that + clause, etc. 

Sometimes, you are required to fill 
in a compound word, e.g. 
gobsmacked, combined from 
gob (mouth) and smack (slap). 
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Hello everybody, 
 
We are in desperate need of volunteers who can 
 
either 
 
design 
• background for the lessons 
• logo and skin for the blog 
 
or 
 
support members in 
• technical issues  

(downloading, uploading, subscribing, using software, etc.) 
 

Please feel free to contact us. 
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