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WORD FORMATION – PRACTICE 1 

1. By pausing for a moment or two before speaking you will simply be _____ a nervous tendency 
to rush headlong into everything. (ACT)  

2. You ought to smarten up and have a _____ before the interview. (HAIR)  

3. Thousands of refugees are living in _____ camps. (SHIFT)  

4. You're a load of _____ fools, too frightened to stand up for what you believe in! (BELLY) 

5. Police asked _____ if they had seen the accident. (PASS)  

6. Many innocent _____ were killed in the crossfire. (STAND)  

7. A crowd of curious _____ soon gathered to see what was happening. (LOOK)  

8. (A) _____ charities have said that some computer games might make people respond violently 
to (B) _____, which might make things more complicated and result in injures. (BULLY) 

9. There has been some mass _____ from one of Germany’s top security jails. (BREAK)  

10. Besides critical and creative thinking, we need to be able to think and act faster, which will 
enable us to better thrive in an accelerating and _____ world. (TIME)  

PASSAGE 

 Although there is still fighting in Vietnam, and although the most pressing of his other problems 
are domestic, President Nixon's first major act of policy is to announce a trip to Europe. This is not 
as (1) _____ (TIME) as it seems. In fact, it is a (2) _____ (FOOT) step from both his (3) _____ (POINT) 
and the nation's.  

 By acting in the foreign policy field, where any President is virtually (4) _____ (POTENT), Nixon 
asserts his leadership of the whole nation. By turning first to Europe, he ends the (5) _____ 
(OCCUPY) with Vietnam Europeans have with reason resented. There are many neglected 
problems in the Atlantic community, and while his administration is not prepared with any great 
policy (6) _____ (INITIATE), a working visit of exploration like this one can give future decisions a 
sounder basis. 

 His first stop is Brussels, headquarters of NATO, which needs a new military strategy and stronger 
common political purpose. Putting Brussels first indicates any Nixon plans for nuclear talks with 
Russia will not be at the expense of the (7) _____ (ALLY). His visit to Berlin, which East Germany has 
been harassing again, will be a sign that the West is still determined to defend that (8) _____ 
(POST). His visit to De Gaulle may or may not lay (9) _____ (GROUND) for a Franco-American 
rapprochement. Nixon is unlikely to return from Europe with any big deals to announce. But the 
proposed conversations should improve the transatlantic atmosphere.  

 The trip is further evidence of Nixon's grasp of his new office. Many of his most practiced critics, 
in the Congressional opposition and in the press, acknowledge that he has made an excellent 
start. He is moving with crispness and energy; some of the old (10) _____ (WARY) is there, but there 
are lively flashes of humour and imagination. We wish him a good trip and continued growth in his 
great office.  

 

 

1. counteracting 2. haircut 3. make-shift 4. yellow-bellied 5. passers-by 6. bystanders 7. onlookers  
8. A. Anti-bullying B. bullies 9. breakouts 10. time-poor 
PASSAGE 1. untimely 2. sure-footed 3. standpoint 4. omnipotent 5. over-preoccupation 6. initiatives  
7. alliance 8. outpost 9. groundwork 10. wariness 




