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TOPIC 1 – PEOPLE’S BACKGROUND 

Reading passage 1 

Much of the information we have today about chimpanzees comes from the groundbreaking, 

long-term research of the great conservationist, Jane Goodall. 

1  Jane Goodall was born in London, England, on April 3, 1934. On her second birthday, her 

father gave her a toy chimpanzee named Jubilee. Jubilee was named after a baby chimp in 

the London Zoo, and seemed to foretell the course Jane’s life would take. To this day, Jubilee 

sits in a chair in Jane’s London home. From an early age, Jane was fascinated by animals and 

animal stories. By the age of 10, she was talking about going to Africa to live among the 

animals there. At the time, in the early 1940s, this was a radical idea because women did not 

go to Africa by themselves. 

2  As a young woman, Jane finished school in London, attended secretarial school, and then 

worked for a documentary filmmaker for a while. When a school friend invited her to visit 

Kenya, she worked as a waitress until she had earned the fare to travel there by boat. She was 

23 years old. 

3  Once in Kenya, she met Dr. Louis Leakey, a famous paleontologist and anthropologist. He 

was impressed with her thorough knowledge of Africa and its wildlife, and hired her to assist 

him and his wife on a fossil-hunting expedition to Olduvai Gorge. Dr. Leakey soon realized that 

Jane was the perfect person to complete a study he had been planning for some time. She 

expressed her interest in the idea of studying animals by living in the wild with them, rather than 

studying dead animals through paleontology. 

4  Dr. Leakey and Jane began planning a study of a group of chimpanzees who were living 

on the shores of Lake Tanganyika in Kenya. At first, the British authorities would not approve 

their plan. At the time, they thought it was too dangerous for a woman to live in the wilds of 

Africa alone. But Jane’s mother, Vanne, agreed to join her so that she would not be alone. 

Finally, the authorities gave Jane the clearance she needed in order to go to Africa and begin 

her study 

5  In July of 1960, Jane and her mother arrived at Gombe National Park in what was then 

called Tanganyika and is now called Tanzania. Jane faced many challenges as she began her 

work. The chimpanzees did not accept her right away, and it took months for them to get 

used to her presence in their territory. But she was very patient and remained focused on her 

goal. Little by little, she was able to enter their world. 

6  At first, she was able to watch the chimpanzees only from a great distance, using 

binoculars. As time passed, she was able to move her observation point closer to them while 

still using camouflage. Eventually, she was able to sit among them, touching, patting, and 

even feeding them. It was an amazing accomplishment for Jane, and a breakthrough in the 

study of animals in the wild. Jane named all of the chimpanzees that she studied, stating in her 

journals that she felt they each had a unique personality. 

7  One of the first significant observations that Jane made during the study was that 

chimpanzees make and use tools, much like humans do, to help them get food. It was 

previously thought that humans alone used tools. Also thanks to Jane’s research, we now know 

that chimps eat meat as well as plants and fruits. In many ways, she has helped us to see how 

chimpanzees and humans are similar. In doing so, she has made us more sympathetic toward 

these creatures, while helping us to better understand ourselves. 
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8  The study started by Jane Goodall in 1960 is now the longest field study of any animal 

species in their natural habitat. Research continues to this day in Gombe and is conducted by 

a team of trained Tanzanians. 

9  Jane’s life has included much more than just her study of the chimps in Tanzania. She 

pursued a graduate degree while still conducting her study, receiving her Ph.D. from 

Cambridge University in 1965. In 1984, she received the J. Paul Getty Wildlife Conservation Prize 

for "helping millions of people understand the importance of wildlife conservation to life on this 

planet." She has been married twice: first to a photographer and then to the director of 

National Parks. She has one son. 

10  Dr. Jane Goodall is now the world’s most renowned authority on chimpanzees, having 

studied their behavior for nearly 40 years. She has published many scientific articles, has written 

two books, and has won numerous awards for her groundbreaking work. The Jane Goodall 

Institute for Wildlife Research, Education, and Conservation was founded in 1977 in California 

but moved to the Washington, D.C., area in 1998. Its goal is to take the actions necessary to 

improve the environment for all living things. 

11  Dr. Goodall now travels extensively, giving lectures, visiting zoos and chimp sanctuaries, 

and talking to young people involved in environmental education. She is truly a great 

conservationist and an amazing human being. 

Questions 1 – 8 

Fill in the blanks with NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS or A NUMBER. 

Year Milestones 

1934 (1) _______________ in London, England. 

1944 Dreamed of coming to (2) _______________. 

1954 Traveled to Kenya (3) _______________. 

(4) ___________ Started working for the National Park in Tanzania. 

(5) ___________ Received Ph. D. from (6) _______________. 

(7) ___________ Received the J. Paul Getty Wildlife Conservation prize. 

1977 (8) _______________ the Jane Goodall Institute for Wildlife Research. 

 

Questions 9 – 15 

Choose one phrase (a – h) from the right which best describes the word or phrase on the left. 

There are more phrases on the right than on the left, so you will not need to use them all. You may 

use each phrase once only. 

9. Jubilee a. a place Jane went to hunt for fossil 

10. Louis Leakey b. an anthropologist 

11. British authorities c. a national park in Tanzania 

12. A photographer d. Jane first husband 

13. Gombe e. the toy chimpanzee that Jane got on her 2nd birth day 

14. A film maker f. a person Jane worked for after she left school 

15. Olduvai George g. supported Jane to go to Africa 

 h. the baby chimp in the London Zoo to day 

 

Questions 16 – 19 

Complete the summary of the passage below. Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the 

passage for each answer. 
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 Jane did not succeed in approaching the chimpanzees for the first time. She had to use (16) 

__________ to watch them from a distance. After sometime, she could finally move closer, 

touching and feeding them. She recorded the daily activities of the chimpanzees with her (17) 

__________. Thanks to Jane, chimpanzees were discovered to be similar to (18) __________. They 

use tools to get the food and they eat almost everything, from meat, plants to (19) __________. 

Questions 20 – 24 

Answer the following questions. 

20. What does a “paleontologist” do? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

21. What is a “camouflage” in paragraph 7? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. What does it mean by the phrase “she pursued a graduate degree” in paragraph 10? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

23. What does the word “extensively” in the last paragraph mean? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

24. What does the best title of the passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading passage 2 

Questions 1 – 15 

You are going to read about four people’s favourite teachers. For questions 1 – 15, decide which 

person (A – D) agrees with the following statements. Write the letter beside the statement. 

Which person says… 

1. they were not interested in the lessons they had? 

2. their teacher encouraged them to pursue their dream? 

3. their teacher was not good at the language at the beginning? 

4. they did not understand the nature of the subject they were learning? 

5. their teacher was very good at history? 

6. their teacher emphasized the importance of the ideas, not the language? 

7. their teacher was absent from important events in their life? 

8. they let their teacher down by their career choice? 

9. they did not have a good family background for the career? 

10. their teacher was excited about issues around the world? 

11. their teacher was a professional in organizing and managing information service? 

12. they were working in a position attracting much attention and publicity? 

13. their teacher’s advice inspired them greatly? 

14. they could form a system of ideas and beliefs from the subject? 

15. they became the most imaginative in their life under the supervision of the teacher? 

A. Veronique Tadjo 

 Tae Kwon Do is a martial art which has become popular as a sporting activity in recent years. I 

started learning it in the Ivory Coast in Africa when I was about 13, and later became the 

country’s first black belt. My teacher, Kim Young Tae, had been sent by the Tae Kwon Do 

federation in Korea to open a club. It was very successful. When he arrived he didn’t know a word 

of French so he used to demonstrate rather than explain. At the time my brother and I started 
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learning Tae Kwon Do, we were fighting like mad. But we quickly understood we had to stop 

fighting because we realised that fighting was about self-defence, not aggression. Tae Kwon Do 

teaches you to control your anger and control your body. It is very good for your memory, co-

ordination and self-discipline. And you are acquiring a philosophy. Later on, Kim opened a 

restaurant and then moved back to Korea. We had a very friendly relationship, but somehow I 

feel like I was a disappointment to him. He thought I had a future in the sport. But when I was 17 I 

decided it was not what I wanted to do. 

B. Helen Mirren 

 Everyone loved Miss Welding. She taught me between the ages of 13 and 17 and was 

instrumental in my becoming an actress. She knew I was interested in acting, but it just wasn’t an 

option in my world. My father was a driving examiner and I wasn’t exposed to acting as a career. 

It was Miss Welding who told me about the National Youth Theatre, which was an organisation I 

was unaware of. She suggested I look into it and think about going there. About ten years after I 

left school, when I was with the Royal Shakespeare Company and playing fairly high-profile parts, I 

got a letter from Miss Welding saying she was following my career with interest, but as far as I 

know, she never came to see me perform. She certainly never came to see me backstage. 

C. Nisha Ishtiak 

 My father was editor of Pakistan’s largest newspaper and he knew and liked its librarian, Atif 

Burkhi. Atif was well-educated and when I was about 12 my father decided I should learn more 

about the region’s history and he chose Atif as my tutor. It turned out to be an inspired move. He 

would come to our house once a week to teach me, from the end of school until supper. He took 

me through a lot of history, but after a few lessons I got bored. “I know you’re being paid by my 

parents to teach me this stuff,” I said, “but there are other things in the world.” He burst out 

laughing as he so often did and asked: “What do you want to talk about then?” And so we would 

discuss global issues and world literature. 

D. Suzanne Terry 

 Brian Earle, my English teacher was a very intense man with thick glasses, and the fact that he 

taught a lot of his classes standing on his head was also seen as extremely peculiar. He taught me 

for just one year and it was probably one of the most creative years of my life. He didn’t believe in 

giving marks for grammar or punctuation; he implied that the mechanics of writing were not 

important if you had something to say. When I wrote a short story for him called ‘Army’, he simply 

wrote across the bottom: “You’ve just got to keep on writing.” Those few words of support had a 

fantastic effect on me in terms of wanting to write and be involved in writing. Brian Earle had a 

love of teaching and his subject. 

Reading passage 3 

Read the text and then choose from the list (A – H) given below the sentence to fit each gap (1 – 

7). 

IN HOT WATER 

Rachel Mills is a scientist who spends as much time as she can at the bottom of the Atlantic 

Ocean.  

 Rachel Mills teaches and does research into marine geochemistry, which means she studies 

the chemical processes happening in the sea. She is a lecturer at the Oceanography Centre at 
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Southampton University. When she isn't teaching, she lowers herself into a steel vehicle, a vessel for 

underwater exploration the size of a small car, and dives three kilometres down into the Atlantic 

Ocean to study underwater volcanoes. 

 “Inside,” she says, “space is so limited that I can reach out and touch the two pilots.” (1) _____ 

A dive can last for 16 hours – three hours to reach the ocean floor, ten hours gathering samples of 

rock and water and then three hours to get back up to the surface again. 

 “If anything happens, and you have a problem and have to get to the top quickly, you can hit 

a panic button.” The outside drops away leaving a small circular escape vessel that gets 

released, and it's like letting go of a ping-pong ball in the bath – it goes rapidly to the surface. (2) 

_____  

 “I didn't know how I was going to react the first time I climbed into the vehicle. It was on the 

deck of a ship and I got in with an instructor. (3) _____ They were testing me to see how I would 

react to being in such a small place.” 

 Now Rachel has made six dives. Last year she dived with a Russian crew. “We went to a site 

which was a five-day sail west of the Canary Islands in the Atlantic. (4) _____ It is where the Atlantic 

Ocean comes alive. The Russian team were dropping off some scientific equipment there to 

discover the effect of a multi-national programme that would make a hole 150 metres through a 

volcano.” 

 When she isn't at sea, Rachel is in her office at the Oceanography Centre, Southampton. “Two 

thirds of my salary comes from teaching, which I love, but I do it so I can get on with my research 

into the "black smokers".” This is just another name for underwater volcanoes – water comes out of 

the rock and turns into what looks like black smoke. (5) _____  

 “The only time I've been frightened is when I first went down with the Americans. We were 

towing equipment on a 50-metre rope when suddenly there was an explosion. There was this 

immense bang as the shock waves hit our vehicle and I thought, "I'm going to die." We stared at 

each other in silence, waiting. (6) _____ The relief was incredible - we were still alive!” 

 “It's such an adventure diving down to the deepest part of the ocean. Every time I look out of 

the porthole and see those chimneys, there is such a sense of wonder. (7) _____ I had studied the 

black smokers for three years for my PhD. When I got down there and saw them for real, it was 

such an amazing feeling.” 

A. Here, on the ocean floor, is a huge area of underwater volcanoes, their chimneys all blowing 

out black smoke. 

B. Here I am on the bottom of the sea, and no one else on this planet has ever before seen them. 

C. “No one's tested it yet, but I don't think it would be a very pleasant journey.” 

D. He then talked me through the emergency procedures, including what to do if the pilot had a 

heart attack! 

E. They are used to these conditions, which mean they can't stand up or move, and they must 

stay inside until someone opens the door from the outside. 

F. When it didn't happen, we couldn't believe it. 

G. This pours out at a rate of one metre per second and at a temperature of 350 degrees. 

H. After that, as you get really deep, it's near freezing point so you need a sweater, thick socks, 

gloves and a woolly hat. 




