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UNIT 1 – PEOPLE’S BACKGROUND & DAILY ACTIVITIES 

PHONETICS 

I. Choose the word whose tress pattern is different from the others’. 

1. A. presidency B. vaccination C. scientific D. politician 
2. A. activist B. institute C. pioneer D. medicine 
3. A. approximate B. institution C. establishment D. biologist 
4. A. doctorate B. cathedral C. nonracial D. planation 
5. A. experimental B. antiapartheid C. pasteurization D. immunology 

II. Choose the word whose underlined part is pronounced differently. 

1. A. announce B. thorough C. astound D. recount 
2. A. budget B. security C. reference D. democracy 
3. A. commuter B. promotion C. continue D. popular 
4. A. provokes B. graduates C. sometimes D. minutes 
5. A. resume B. assume C. progressive D. release. 

VOCABULARY 

I. Fill in the gaps in the following sentences with an appropriate adjective + noun combination 
made from box A and B. 

A. 

one-egg twelve-

man 

three-page 

one-litre 

fifteen-piece 

two-week 

three-course 

thirty-five-hour 

seven-storey 

five-minute 

ninety-year-old 

three-room 

ten-ton 

2000-word  

ten-mile 

 
B. 

bottle of whiskey 

meal 

break 

essay  

omelet  

tower 

grandmother 

orchestra 

drive 

jury 

walk 

letter 

lorry 

week 

apartment 

 
1. It’s excellent value for money. You get a _____ and coffee for under $10 per person. 
2. A _____ is getting married for the fourth time. 
3. He was convicted of murder by the _____. 
4. They are on strike for better pay and a _____. 
5. Their new house is very handy for the shops and only a _____ from Lisa’s school. 
6. Joe’s cat was run over by a _____. 
7. I didn’t have a big lunch. Just a _____ and some salad. 
8. The price of a _____ has gone up by 60p. 
9. I can’t go out. I have to write a _____ by tomorrow. 
10. The concert was performed by a _____. 
11. I’m having a _____ from tomorrow. Would you like me to help in the shop? 
12. Linh Mu Pagoda has a _____ called Phuoc Duyen. 
13. They made a _____ to the beach early this morning. 
14. My friend and I share a _____ not far from here. 
15. I’ve just got a _____ from Allen. He got so much to tell us. It seems he’s enjoying his life there. 
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II. Choose a word from the box to form a compound adjective and complete the sentences 
below. 

free 

made 

deep 

tight 

witted 

covered 

hearted 

minded 

distance 

lighted 

famous 

looking 

 

1. After the flood, all the roads in the area were mud-_____. 
2. There is a lot of beautiful hand-_____ pottery in this shop. 
3. Tom is too narrow-_____ to listen to what we have said. 
4. Daisy is not only intelligent but she is also terribly good-_____. 
5. There is not enough light for us to read. It’s badly-_____ room. 
6. This is a water-_____ container because water cannot go in or out. 
7. We should do everything to make our world a weapon-_____ place. 
8. The good news for her mother made her feel very light-_____. 
9. They could cross the stream because the water was just ankle-_____. 
10. Peter always helps us deal with difficult problems. He’s a quick-_____ person. 
11. Tom goes around the country in his lorry. He’s a long-_____ lorry driver. 
12. Pele is a world-_____ football player, who scored more than 1,000 goals in his official matches. 

GRAMMAR 

I. Choose the word/phrase that best completes each of the following sentences. 

1. Our mechanic said that he expects _____ the brakes on the car before we pick it up. 
A. fixing B. being fixed C. to have fixed D. to have been fixed 

2. Marge’s children are used to _____ after school every day. They don’t have to walk home. 
A. picking up B. being picked up C. be picked up D. pick up 

3. The bus driver was so tired of _____ the same route every day that he asked for a transfer. 
A. to drive B. being driven C. driving D. drive 

4. I’m sure it’s not my fault that Peter found out what we were planning. I don’t remember _____ 
anyone about it.  
A. having  told B. being told C. to tell D. to be told 

5. Don’t forget _____ home as soon as you arrive at your destination. 
A. to call B. calling C. having called D. to be called 

6. When I kept getting unwanted calls, I called the phone company and had my phone number 
_____. The process was easier than I expected it to be.  
A. change B. changed C. to change D. changing 

7. Jean should seriously consider _____ an actress. She is very talented performer. 
A. to become B. become C. becoming D. will become 

8. _____ television to the exclusion of all other activities is not a healthy habit for a growing child. 
A. To be watched B. Being watched C. Watching D. Watch 

9. After their children had grown up, Mr. and Mrs. Sills decided _____ to a condominium in the 
city. They’ve never been sorry.  
A. to have moved B. moving C. move D. to move 

10. I truly appreciated _____ to give the commencement address, but I wasn’t able to accept the 
honor because of a previous commitment. 
A. asking B. to have asked C. to ask D. having been asked 

11. The store manager caught the cashier _____ money from the cash register and promptly 
called the police. They discovered that it had been going on for a long time.  
A. to sneak B. sneaking C. to have sneaked D. being sneaked 

12. The municipal authorities advised _____ all drinking water during the emergency. 
A. to boil B. to be boiled C. boiling D. boil 

13. If we leave now for our trip, we can drive half the distance before we stop _____ lunch. 
A. having B. to have C. having had D. for having 

14. Our schedule is not working out. We should discuss _____ our daily routine. I don’t feel as 
though we’re getting enough accomplished.  
A. changing B. to change C. to have changed D. being changed 
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15. I can’t recall _____ that old movie, but maybe I did many years ago. 
A. having seen B. to have seen C. to see D. having been seen 

16. The flight attendants made all the passengers _____ their seat belts during the turbulence. 
A. to buckle B. to have buckled C. bucking D. buckle 

17. It has become necessary _____ water in the metropolitan area because of the severe drought. 
A. rationing B. ration C. to have rationed D. to ration 

18. You can’t blame Ralph for _____ to eat that dessert. It looked delicious.  
A. to be tempted  B. tempted  
C. be tempted  D. having been tempted  

19. Let’s leave early, so we’ll be ahead of the rush of commuters. We can’t risk _____ in heavy 
traffic during rush hour.  
A. holding up B. being held up C. having held up D. to hold up 

20. It is always interesting _____ people in airports while you’re waiting for a flight. 
A. being observed B. observe C. to have observed D. to observe 

II. Complete each of the following sentences with a verb from the list. 

avoid 

imagine 

bear 

mind 

consider 

regret 

deny 

risk 

involve 

stop 

 

1. This construction project will _____ demolishing part of a run-down industrial area. 
2. Helen says she doesn’t _____ coming in early tomorrow and dealing with that problem. 
3. Both teenagers _____ taking part in the robbery, and claim they were not in the area. 
4. I think we should _____ causing unnecessary damage to the woodland area. 
5. If you exercise without warming up, you _____ pulling a muscle. 
6. I can’t _____ wearing the sort of clothes they wore in the 19th century. 
7. Please _____ starting at me like that! It makes me nervous! 
8. People often _____ not studying seriously during their schooldays. 
9. Would you _____ selling this painting if you received a suitable offer? 
10. Sheila can’t _____ being pestered by fans who want her autograph. 

III. Give the correct form of the verbs in brackets to complete the passage. 

 Last year I stopped (1. smoke) _____. I (2. try) _____ (3. give) _____ up for ages. I needed to stop 
because it (4. cost) _____ me a lot of money. And of course if I went on (5. smoke) _____, I would 
be putting my health at risk. I wasn’t having much success until one day a friend said, “Why don’t 
you try (6. eat) _____ sweets instead of smoking? That might break the habit.” And it worked. I 
don’t smoke now. But there is one problem. I like (7. go) _____ to the dentist for a check-up now 
and again. Last time he said, “I regret (8. tell) _____ you this, but your teeth don’t look very health,” 
he went on (9. say) _____ that three of my teeth needed (10. pull) _____ out. This was all because 
of the sweets. “(11. eat) _____ sweets means (12. do) _____ a lot of damage to your teeth,” he 
said. I don’t regret (13. give up) _____ smoking. I would hate (14. become) _____ addicted to 
tobacco again. But I’d love (15. have) _____ healthy lungs and healthy teeth. 

IV. Read the following passage and think of the word that best fits each numbered space. 

 Vincent Van Gogh spent the 37 years of his life as a more and less unknown artist. He did not 
(1) _____ painting seriously until his late twenties, and at one time (2) _____ becoming a priest 
because of his beliefs. His beliefs also (3) _____ him living in extreme poverty among his outcasts of 
society. His brother Theo, who was an art dealer, (4) _____ encourage him to take up painting, 
and (5) _____ to support him financially throughout his life. Vincent’s precarious mental state (6) 
_____ to have been made worse by alcohol and ill health. A stay in Paris from 1886 to 1888 (7) 
_____ Vincent to study Impressionists such as Manet and Degas, and (8) _____ getting to know 
many artists, including Paul Gauguin. Van Gogh and Gauguin painted together at Arles in the 
south of France, where Vincent’s metal state worsened and he (9) _____ to murder Gauguin, 
before famously cutting off part of his ear. Two years later Vincent committed suicide. Since his 
death, his painting have (10) _____ on to become among the most famous of the 19th century. 
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V. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence. Use the 
word in capital and other words. Use between TWO and SEVEN words. 

1. I’ll send you out of the classroom if you continue to make so much noise. KEEP 
If _______________________________________________ so much noise, I’ll send you out of the room. 

2. “Would you like to go fishing?” Tom asked me. FELT 
Tom asked me if ____________________________________________________________________ fishing. 

3. I wish I had not spent so much money last night. REGRET 
I _________________________________________________________________ so much money last night. 

4. He found it impossible to keep his good news secret from her. RESIST 
He could ___________________________________________________________________ his good news. 

5. I will always remember the first time I met Martha. NEVER 
I ___________________________________________________________________ Martha for the first time. 

6. “No, I did not shoot Mr. Fordham,” said Robby. DENIED 
Robby _______________________________________________________________________ Mr. Fordham. 

7. Could you open the window, please? MIND 
Would ____________________________________________________________________________, please? 

8. I got the impression that Jenkins was not trying very hard. SEEM 
Jenkins ____________________________________________________________________ trying very hard. 

9. Why don’t you ask him if he needs any help? OFFER 
Why don’t ____________________________________________________________________________ him? 

10. We tried not to laugh his new haircut, but it was impossible. HELP 
We _____________________________________________________________________ at his new haircut. 

11. When under stress Michael often loses his temper. TENDENCY 
Michael _________________________________________________ his temper when he is under stress. 

12. Puzzle-solving is one of her favorite pastimes and always has been. PASSION 
She _______________________________________________________________________ she was a child. 

13. Do you mind if I don’t come back to the office after I’ve been to the dentist at lunchtime?
 AFTERNOON 
Would you have any ______________________________________ off after my dental appointment? 

14. She only ever has one chocolate at a time. PERMITS 
She never ________________________________________________________ one chocolate at a time. 

15. It’s common knowledge that smoking is prohibited on domestic flights these days. ALLOWED 
Everyone knows you _________________________________________ on domestic flights these days. 




