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ENGLISH OLYMPIC CONTEST PRACTICE TEST 1 

Time allowed: 180 minutes 

PART A. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS (60 pts) 

I. PHONOLOGY (10 pts) 

Choose the word whose underlined part in pronounced differently from that of the others. (5 pts) 

1. A. mechanic B. salary C. many D. satisfy 
2. A. typical B. demeanor C. fill D. hindrance 
3. A. contentment B. trigonometry C. photography D. property 
4. A. swift B. swallow C. sword D. sweatshop 
5. A. individuals B. vacancies C. associates D. tissues 

Choose the word whose stress pattern is different from that of the others. (5 pts) 

6. A. curriculum B. scenario C. bewilderment D. devastation  
7. A. appliance B. homecoming C. romantic D. dynamics 
8. A. quarrel B. upset C. annoy D. dismayed 
9. A. domestic B. parental C. disposal D. teenager 
10. A. laundry B. housework C. divvy D. admit 

Your answers: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

 
II. VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURE (20 pts) 

1. Frank said his brand new Ferrari could do 250 kph and Tony, not to be _____, claimed his Porshe 
could drive at 300 kph. 
A. overridden        B. outdone        C. downgraded        D. outspoken 

2. The comforting news from my sister was a real _____ off my mind. 
A. stone        B. deal        C. load        D. mass 

3. Our company was _____ for twenty thousand pounds by a rival on the grounds of an alleged 
duplicating of their produce. 
A. sued        B. sentenced        C. accused        D. tried 

4. The protesters occupying the streets have _____ the traffic in the centre of the city. 
A. dispelled        B. dislocated        C. disturbed        D. disrupted 

5. The number of the victims of the plane crash has been _____ at 53. 
A. amounted        B. counted        C. estimated        D. scored 

6. He was claimed to be an unskilled writer, but his latest works have definitely _____ witness to his 
great talent. 
A. constituted        B. borne        C. dealt        D. displayed 

7. Judging by the casual clothes he is wearing, he doesn't _____ much significance to being 
elegant at work. 
A. devote       B. assign       C. entrust       D. attach 

8. Has anyone managed to _____ the meaning of the declaration? 
A. seize        B. snatch        C. grip        D. grasp 

9. About two hundred illegal immigrants have been _____ from the country this year. 
A. expelled        B. enforced        C. evicted        D. expired 

10. Any further details of the language course will be sent on _____ to all our subscribers. 
A. request       B. appeal       C. plea       D. wish 

11. Albert was praised for having _____ with his research work in spite of terrible difficulties. 
A. insisted        B. lasted        C. sustained        D. persevered 

12. Since the new machinery was purchased in 2001, the old type has fallen into _____. 
A. decrepit        B. damage        C. dysfunction        D. disuse 
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13. It has never _____ my mind that Jane might be a notorious liar. 
A. passed        B. entered        C. crossed        D. reached 

14. It's obvious each of us would like to have their _____ in such an important question as the 
company privatization.  
A. talk        B. word        C. claim        D. say 

15. She says she's been on a diet for so long that she's enormously _____ of any kind of sweets. 
A. wishful        B. desirous        C. tasty        D. requisite 

16. _____ smart he was, he couldn't figure out how to solve the puzzle. 
A. Although        B. However       C. Much as        D. Despite 

17. The fire that broke out in the opera house has dealt a severe _____ to the performance of The 
Figaro, which was due next month. 
A. blow        B. failure        C. hitch        D. drawback 

18. It required a harsh reprimand to _____ Joshua from leaving the camp at night again. 
A. detain        B. defy       C. deter       D. deprive 

19. Has it been decided who is going to _____ the orchestra yet? 
A. govern        B. handle        C. guide        D. conduct 

20. Will it make any _____ to them if we deliver their equipment tomorrow? 
A. difference        B. alteration        C. conflict        D. displeasure 

Your answers: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

 
III. READING COMPREHENSION (20 pts) 

PASSAGE 1 

TRANSIENT LUNAR PHENOMENA 

1  For many years, sky watchers have reported seeing mysterious sights known as Transient 
Lunar Phenomena (TLP) on the surface of the moon. These are of two main types: fleeting 
flashes of light and spreading clouds of mist. Most professional astronomers have tended to 
dismiss these phenomena as figments of the observers' imagination or as "observational errors": 
either optical illusions or problems with the observers' telescopes. One explanation put forth by 
professional astronomers blames the flashes on Earth satellites passing in front of the moon. 
Satellite surfaces can flash like a car's windshield in sunlight, simulating a lunar flash. It was this 
mechanism that astronomers R. R. Raste and P. Maley used to explain a large lunar flash 
observed on March 23, 1983, and other sightings as well. 

2  One problem with the satellite theory is that TLP were reported long before the advent of 
artificial satellites. The earliest known account comes from the twelfth-century writer Gervase. 
On June 18, 1178, in Canterbury, England, Gervase was observing an eclipse of the moon. He 
was startled by what appeared to be "a flaming torch… that spewed out fire, hot coals, and 
sparks." Eighteenth-century astronomer Sir William Herschel, discoverer of the planet Uranus, 
also reported seeing both types of TLP. He described one TLP as looking like a piece of slowly 
burning charcoal. In 1830, Andrew Grant, studying the moon from an observatory in Cape 
Town, South Africa, also observed flashing lights. He told newspaper reporters that he believed 
the lights came from the sun flashing off clear glass domes that covered cities and forests on 
the otherwise dead moon. Grant claimed in an interview that he had seen flocks of red and 
white birds, herds of "diminutive bison," and strange beavers that walked on their hind legs. Not 
only that, but he claimed even to have seen people with batlike wings who had built towers 
and pyramids beneath the domes. 

3  In more recent times, a record number of TLP were monitored from 1968 to 1972, during the 
Apollo missions to the moon. This fact is hardly surprising given that more telescopes were 
probably trained on the moon during these four years than had been in the entire 270-year 
history of telescopic observation preceding that time. Though many sightings were dubious, 
some were highly plausible because they were made by independent observers at different 
locations. Another notable TLP observation, and the only one confirmed by photographic 
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evidence, took place on April 23, 1994. When over a hundred amateur astronomers reported 
seeing a dark red cloud spreading across a portion of the Aristachus crater, astronomer Bonnie 
Buratti of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory decided to investigate. She got access to photographs 
of the moon taken by the U.S. lunar mapping satellite Clementine, and indeed, these images 
confirmed the presence of a reddish cloud obscuring part of the crater. 

4  Even those who believe in TLP cannot agree why the moon sporadically flashes and forms 
clouds, but many theories have been proposed. Another possibility is that, in some places on 
the moon, there are chemicals that glow when they are exposed to bursts of radiation from 
the sun during solar flares. There is, in fact, some evidence that TLP are observed more 
frequently during episodes of solar activity. After Project Apollo astronauts brought lunar rocks 
back to the earth, scientists determined that there are flammable gases inside some moon 
rocks. Perhaps these rocks crack open and are then ignited by a stray spark, causing the flash. 
However, what causes these rocks to split open? One possibility is "thermal cracking." A rock 
heats up in the intense sunlight. Suddenly, when the sun sets, the temperature drops, and the 
stone cracks. The rocks might also be shattered by "moonquakes," seismic activity on the 
moon, or by meteors. Scientist R. Zito believes the flashes come not from gas trapped inside 
the rocks but from the crystals of the rocks themselves. If someone chews a sugar cube in a 
dark room, sparks appear to come from the person's mouth as the sugar crystals are crushed. 
Zito believes that this "sugar cube effect" occurs when meteors smash into lunar rocks, crushing 
the crystals. 

5  And what about the billowing clouds? The most commonly held belief today is that they 
are caused by pockets of gas trapped beneath the lunar surface. The clouds may be caused 
by the rapid escape of these gases, which kicks up clouds of dust. The pockets of gas may be 
freed by moonquakes or the pockets may be punctured by meteors. 

6  The true cause of TLP-if indeed they do exist-is still an unsolved mystery, however, and will 
probably remain that way at least until humans return to the moon. 

1. Which of the following statements best summarizes the overall organization of the passage? 
A. A popular idea is challenged, and this challenge is then refuted.  
B. A generalization is made, and examples of it are examined. 
C. Historical information is reviewed and then the current situation is presented.   
D. A phenomenon is described and possible explanations for it are proposed. 

2. The word “fleeting” in the passage is closest in meaning to _____. 
A. brightly glowing B. amazing C. short-lived D. blinking 

3. The phrase “this mechanism” in paragraph 1 refers to _____. 
A. the flashing of sunlight off a reflective surface  
B. the windshield of an automobile  
C. a satellite  
D. an observer's telescope 

4. Why does the author mention the writer Gervase in paragraph 2? 
A. To weaken the satellite theory of Raste and Maley 
B. To document the earliest sighting of a lunar eclipse by a scientist 
C. To support the ideas of Herschel and Grant 
D. To provide an early theory about the causes of TLP 

5. Which of these sightings claimed to be made by Andrew Grant (paragraph 2) does the author 
apparently find most unbelievable? 
A. The flocks of red and white birds  
B. The bat-winged people who built towers and pyramids 
C. The herds of tiny bison  
D. The unusual beavers that walked on two legs 

6. According to the author, an observation is more reliable when it is made by _____. 
A. a professional astronomer 
B. a group of astronomers working together 
C. a number of observers working separately in different locations 
D. a person observing the same part of the moon night after night 

7. How was astronomer Bonnie Buratti able to "confirm" the presence of a cloud on the moon? 
A. By interviewing one hundred amateur astronomers 
B. By examining satellite photography 



 

Page 4 of 10 
 

C. By analyzing lunar rocks 
D. By taking a picture through a telescope 

8. The word stray in the passage is closest in meaning to _____. 
A. speeding B. hot C. spinning  D. undirected 

9. Which of the following situations is an example of "thermal cracking" as it is described in 
paragraph 4? 
A. A dam breaks when water rises behind it.  
B. Sparks appear when someone chews a candy mint in a dark room.  
C. A cool glass breaks when it is filled with boiling water.  
D. An ice cube melts in the heat of the sun. 

10. All of the following are given as possible reasons for the cracking of moon rocks EXCEPT _____. 
A. seismic activity  B. sudden temperature changes 
C. the action of meteors D. the pressure of gases 

Your answers: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

 
PASSAGE 2 

A  The race to reach 33 miners entombed for 64 days 700m (2,300ft) below the bare brown 
mountains of the Atacama Desert in Chile could be completed as early as tonight. The chief 
engineer said this afternoon that within 24 hours the chamber will have been reached. He 
added that bringing the miners out could begin in three days' time. Three giant drills were 
boring rescue shafts down through the layers of rock, Laurence Golborne, the Mining Minister, 
had announced yesterday. How quickly the miners can be extracted once the shafts have 
reached the men depends on a careful inspection of the shaft, 70cm (28in) wide, by video 
cameras. If the rock walls are deemed stable the miners could be brought out, one by one, 
within another two or three days. It is estimated that it will take between 36 and 48 hours to 
bring them all out. 

B  The miners have been trapped underground since August 5, more than twice as long as 
any other known survivor of a mining accident. A stream of rescue vehicles, satellite television 
trucks and vehicles carrying journalists from around the world are heading up to the shallow 
bowl in this lunar landscape that will be a centre of attention over the next few days. In the 
past 48 hours a specially trained 16-man rescue team, three slim metal rescue capsules, a 
giant crane, winches and much other equipment have been delivered to Camp Esperanza, 
as the makeshift settlement is known. 

C  Once the shaft is safe, two volunteers, a mining expert from Codelco, the state-owned 
mining conglomerate, and Sergeant Roberto Rios Seguel, 34, a naval medic and commando, 
will act as human guinea pigs, descending to where the miners are in the Phoenix - a steel 
capsule specially made by the Chilean Navy and designed by them together with NASA 
engineers. It has been painted in the red, white, and blue colours of the Chilean flag. The 
Phoenix is named for the mythical bird that rose from its ashes, and is the biggest of three 
custom-built capsules that will be used. It weighs 420 kg. Its interior height is 6 feet, 4 inches (1.9 
metres). The miners have been restricted to a diet of 2,000 calories a day to ensure that they 
can fit into the capsule, which is 53cm wide. The capsule has oxygen tanks in the bottom part. 
It also has a camera, its own lighting system and a sound system. It has two sets of retractable 
wheels around it, one near the top and one near the bottom, to help it travel up and down 
the rescue shaft. The roof of the capsule contains LED lights. If something goes wrong during 
the rescue, the top part of the capsule can be released and the bottom two thirds of the 
capsule would then be lowered back down. Should the capsule become jammed, the 
occupant can open the escape hatch in the base and go back down the shaft. 

D  The capsule will be lowered by a large crane at a speed of up to 3ft (91 cm) per second. 
The miners will be wearing a suit with a harness over it, which will allow them to be strapped to 
the centre of the cylinder in an upright position for the estimated twenty-minute journey to the 
surface. They will also wear an oxygen mask, a pair of dark glasses to protect their eyes from 
exposure to the desert sunlight, and a helmet which is specially adapted with a microphone 
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and a wired headset to enable them to communicate with the surface. Doctors will monitor 
the miners' vital signs using information gathered from a biometric belt. They will conduct a 
preliminary assessment of the miners' mental and physical health. The miners will then be 
divided into three groups. The strongest will be the first to make the hazardous ascent to 
freedom, in case the capsule hits problems, then the weakest. They will be winched up one by 
one in the slender capsule, rising at just under a metre a second, meaning that each ascent 
will take about 15 minutes. The entire rescue is expected to take 30 to 40 hours. 

E  As each man finally emerges, he will be taken to the nearby field hospital wearing 
Californian-made sunglasses that filter out all UV rays to protect his eyes. There the men will be 
given a thorough check-up and, if strong enough, they will be allowed to meet three relatives 
designated in advance. The miners will then be flown by helicopter to the hospital in Copiapo, 
where a whole floor has been set aside for them. They are expected to remain there for at 
least two days. 

Read the passage above and complete the summary. Choose your answers from the box and 
write them into spaces 11 – 15. You can only use each answer once. There are more words than 
spaces so you will not use them all. 

However, if all goes well, they could be (11) _____ by (12) _____ emergency workers in the next few 
days. Preparations are already underway. As soon as the miners have been (13) _____, the real 
rescue operation can start: a specially (14) _____ capsule will be sent down to retrieve them one 
by one. It is (15) _____ that bringing all of the men back up will take up to forty hours. 

 trapped made safe designed estimated 
 trained freed complete known 
 reached guessed carried restricted 

Your answers: 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

 
PASSAGE 3 

Read the passage below. Five paragraphs have been removed from the passage. Choose from 
the paragraphs A – E the one which fits each gap (16 – 20). There is one extra paragraph which 
you do not need to use. 

WOULD I LIE TO YOU? 

Blatant dishonesty has invaded our culture. Sue Jackson explains how to spot a liar. 

 Who hasn't told a lie? Even the most 
upstanding individual probably utters one 
occasionally to help the day to run more 
smoothly. But, according to experts, the extent 
to which people regularly tell serious untruths 
has exploded. Lying has pervaded every aspect 
of our lives. 

16  

 
 Research in California reveals that people lie 
up to 20 times a day, while in a poll last year, a 
quarter of respondents admitted being 
untruthful on a daily basis. Only 8 per cent 
claimed they had never lied -although there is 
always the chance that even then they weren't 
being honest. Many of these will be sweet little 

lies, the type psychologists refer to as 'false 
positives' and the sort we are all guilty of 
committing when we want to appear more 
enthusiastic about something than we really 
are. 

 Things like 'That was delicious, thank you', 
'You look great in that dress' and 'Of course I 
want to see you'. They are mostly considered 
harmless social lubricants. But at the other end 
of the spectrum are the compulsive liars who 
are effortlessly dishonest. 

 Until recently it was thought that only 
manipulative and Machiavellian characters 
were prone to excessive fabrication of this sot, 
but research has proved otherwise. According 
to experts, anyone under pressure or with a big 
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enough incentive is prepared to say something 
that isn't true. 

17  

 
 That figure rose to one in three among 
people with university qualifications. Apparently, 
this sort of background gives people the 
vocabulary and the confidence to deceive. The 
lies are more sophisticated and plausible than 
you might find elsewhere in society. 

18  

 
 The proliferation of lying in corporate culture 
means that there are huge profits to be gained 
by companies who can weed out real-life 
fraudsters before employing them. Numerous 
studies have been conducted, including some 
using video cameras, to analyse people who lie. 
There are two main methods of ousting liars, 
although one, the mechanical lie detector or 
polygraph, requires subjects to be trussed up in 
electrodes, so it hardly lends itself to interviews. 
That leaves body language and psychological 
testing. 

19  

 
 However, sometimes the subconscious takes 
over. Liars often start blinking fast, a visual sign 
that the brain is concentrating hard on the task 
in hand, and are likely to frequently touch their 
body and face with their hands. Liars are also 
more likely to tap or swing a foot as they speak. 

20  

 
 Everyone seems to agree that good liars 
don't show non-verbal signals, so you need to 
know what to look for. Lying takes a lot of effort, 
so often they will rely on past experience to see 
them through and reduce the cognitive load. 

 So, for instance, people who are lying about 
where they have been may declare they were 
at the cinema or the gym so that their untruth 
doesn't take too much mental planning. It is 
easier to make up a story about something they 
know well and have done many times. 

 Experts, however, agree that the one person 
you shouldn't deceive is yourself - and that, 
once you begin to do so, it is a sure sign that 
your untruthfulness is getting out of hand. 

 

A  This makes detecting the charlatan who fibs his way through a CV very difficult. In the film 
Liar, Liar the comedian Jim Carrey played a smooth-talking lawyer and consummate liar who 
specialises in dealing with untrustworthy clients whom no one else will take on. Only when his 
young son made a wish to see his father get through an entire day without lying was Carrey's 
character forced to tell the truth. Mayhem ensued. 

B  Visual clues are not wholly reliable, as experienced deceivers are aware of the common 
give-away signs and take calculated measures to avoid them. Shifty eyes, for instance, are 
traditionally thought to be a sure way to tell whether someone is being dishonest, but 
experienced fabricators will capitalise on this myth. 

C  'We are experiencing an epidemic of lying,' says Professor Leo Damak, an expert in lie 
detection at a leading university. 'It has always been around, but we are much more aware of 
it now.' In one study of college students, 85 per cent of couples reported that one or both of 
them had lied about past relationships or recent events. In another, it was found that dating 
partners lie to each other in about a third of their conversations. 

D  A recent study found that pathological liars are just as likely to be self-confident, attractive 
and popular as they are introverted and withdrawn. It also seems that the better educated a 
person is, the higher their level of deceit. It was found that falsehoods typically occurred in one 
fifth of all ten-minute conversations they have. 

E  Obviously, many won't stand for ambiguity any more. By being more aware of how and 
why someone will tell a lie, they have more chance of catching him before he tells another 
and causes real harm. 

F  However, vocabulary and sounds are generally considered more reliable indicators than 
body movements. Liars tend to use fewer words, take longer to start answering a question and 
pause a lot as if to mentally rehearse what they are about to say. Their voices may adopt a 
high pitch and they are prone to repetition. 

Your answers: 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 
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IV. GUIDED CLOZE TEST (10 pts) 

 Those who opt for a vegetarian diet must usually weigh up a variety of aspects concerning the 
nutritional value of vegetables and the adequacy of vegetarian meals in terms of the number of 
nutrients provided to the body. Vegetarianism is not a new concept, rather an ancient custom 
which evolved in the Far East cultures on ethical or religious grounds. 

 In today's world, it has been undertaken by many followers who for a variety of reasons believe 
the vegetarian diet more preferable to that containing meat. For example, there's the theory that 
animal meat wasn't originally a component of the staple human diet as mankind evolved from 
foragers who later (1) _____ a taste for flesh. Hence, our (2) _____ ancestors are alleged to have 
had a substantial (3) _____ of proteins and vitamins from natural vegetation rather than from the 
meat of hunted (4) _____. What's more, human teeth don't (5) _____ much resemblance to those 
of animal carnivores, and neither is our digestive system equivalent to the meat eaters' one. 

 Apart from the enforced vegetarianism of underdeveloped communities where populations 
deprived of animal protein (6) _____ the natural vegetation, there's a rising acceptance of the 
vegetarian diet which (7) _____ to be regarded as an eccentricity (8) _____ from animal food, be it 
for religious, economic or humanitarian reasons, has been a quickly spreading custom as, 
surprisingly, the vegetarian diet needn't be dull or deficient. Yet, it does involve taking good (9) 
_____ to supply the body with a sufficient quantity of nutrients (10) _____ from corn, seeds and 
cereals. 

1. A. generated B. acquired C. instituted D. accustomed 
2. A. primeval B. antiquated C. archaic D. obsolete 
3. A. output B. offset C. upturn D. intake 
4. A. load B. game C. toll D. beat 
5. A. infer B. assume C. bear D. pertain 
6. A. play down on B. come in for C. fall back on D. get on for 
7. A. terminates B. ceases C. concludes D. finishes 
8. A. Resistance B. Defiance C. Hindrance D. Abstention 
9. A. precautions B. resolutions C. proceeds D. measurements 
10. A. comprising B. deriving C. procuring D. providing 

Your answers: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

 
PART B. WRITTEN TEST (70 pts) 

I. VERB TENSES (10 pts) 

WHERE LIFE IS LONG 

 The Italian island of Sardinia (1) _____ (HOLD) the world record for the highest percentage of 
people who (2) _____ (LIVE) to be over 100 years old. Most of the locals (3) _____ (BELIEVE) that the 
reason lies in the place itself – the air or the food, for example, but scientists (4) _____ (INVESTIGATE) 
another hypothesis. For centuries, the islanders (5) _____ (BE) rarely intermarried with outsiders, so it 
is very likely that Sardinians are genetically similar to each other. Therefore, it's logical to assume 
that they (6) _____ (SHARE) a gene for longevity. A team of doctors and biologists (7) _____ 
(ANALYSE) the proteins which (8) _____ (BE) contained in the Y chromosome. They are yet to find 
the key gene, but the research coordinator confidently (9) _____ (EXPECT) his team to come up 
with an answer some time in the near future. As soon as they do, the discovery (10) _____ 
(CERTAINLY, GENERATE) a great deal of Interest. 

Your answers: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 
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II. PREPOSITIONS AND PHRASAL VERBS (10 pts) 

1. She feels it is _____ her to socialize with uneducated people. 
2. The Prime Minister said that he would speak to his advisors and then act _____ their advice. 
3. You can’t change your mind now. It’s too late to back _____ the deal. 
4. The plant manager answers directly _____ the head of the company. 
5. If you can bear _____ me a little longer, I’ll try to explain the reasons behind our actions. 
6. The child showed no animosity _____ her new stepmother. 
7. What you’re saying amounts _____ blackmail. 
8. Mr. Parker was arrested _____ exceeding the speed limit. 
9. She is finding it difficult to adjust _____ the climate. 
10. Your calculations do not accord _____ mine. 

Your answers: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

 
III. WORD FORMS (10 pts) 

CIVILISATION 

 Civilisation can be interpreted in many ways and has meant different things to different 
people: to Levi-Strauss its (1) _____ (ESSENCE) feature was boiled food; Nietzsche wanted to 
reverse it and Arnold Toynbee called it 'progress towards (2) _____ (SAINT)'. 

 We all use the word loosely to mean culture we approve of. Yet it is not too late to rescue 
civilisation from (3) _____ (REPRESENT). An old and disinterested vision of what it means to be 
civilised is waiting to be revived. 

 At the heart of every civilising project there is a common (4) _____ (IMPEL): this is the human 
itch to (5) _____ (FORM) nature, to mould earth, cleave waves and warp environments in (6) ____ 
(PROBABLE) ways. Civilisations are actively engaged in reshaping the world for human use, 
stamping landscapes with new patterns of clearings and channels, field systems and street grids. 
In (7) _____ (EXCEPT) cases, civilisations try to secede from nature altogether, to deny the animal 
side of (8) _____ (HUMAN) and to domesticate the wild man within by elaborate manners. 

 Civilisation may be heroic and admirable, but it is not necessarily good and is frequently (9) 
_____ (SUCCEED) in the long run. Indeed, if longevity can be taken as a measure of success, the 
world's most enduring societies have been the (10) _____ (SUBMIT) ones which abjured the civilising 
ambition and settled for the food and shelter that nature provides. 

Your answers: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

 
IV. ERROR IDENTIFICATION (10 pts) 

There are ten mistakes in the following passage. Find and correct them. 

STARTING YOUR OWN BUSINESS 

 The first two things to do if you are starting your own business are to find an accountant and 
talk to your bank manager. Your accountant will help you to draw up a business plan to show 
what borrowers you need from your bank. Once this is done, your bank manager will need to 
review the plan and discuss any draft facility you might need.  

 While you are engaged to these consultations, it is a good idea to find out whether you are 
entitled to any government subsidies or similar financial help. For example, you might be in a less 
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prosperous region where grants are made to encourage the start-up of small business. Check so 
whether training grants are available for yourself or people you employ.  

 Once you have completed these preliminary tasks, there are a number of specific things you 
then need to do. Doing them in the right way and at the right time can save you a lot of money, 
so make sure you know what to do. 

 Perhaps the most important is to tell the Inland Revenue that you have left your job and have 
started your own business. You may be due a repayment of income tax deducting while you were 
in employment, so do this as soon as possible. The Inland Revenue will also need to amend their 
records to show that you are now self-employed. Next, you should think about registering for 
Value Added Tax (VAT). Generally, if your sales excess a certain amount you have to charge VAT 
on them. Even if your sales are under that number, it may be worthwhile registering voluntarily 
because you could recover what you have been charged on your business purchases.  

 Consider the consequences of employing people in your business. As soon as you start to take 
on employees, you will need to establish proper procedures. These include drawing up proper 
contracts of employment. You will also need to get in touch with your local tax office to register 
your employees. 

 Lastly, as part of becoming an employer of others, you must become familiar with a number of 
legal issues. Once you have more than a minimum number of people on your payroll, you will 
need to comply with Health and Safety requirements. It is a good idea, when considering this 
issue, to ask your local Fire Authority to check your work premises in order to ensure that they 
comply with current fire regulations. One issue that you should think about once your business 
extends and your staff grow in numbers is equally opportunity. In particular, you should consider 
drawing up a company policy on equal opportunity. If this includes a commitment to employ 
disabled people, you will need to ensure that your premises are equipped to accommodate 
them, for example with ramps for wheelchairs, special provision of toilets, and so on.  

 If you need more information on legal or other matters relating to employment, contact your 
local Chamber of Commerce, which will either be able to help you, or will set you in touch with 
organizations who can. 

Your answers: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

 
V. OPEN CLOZE TEXT (10 pts) 

ANCIENT TIME KEEPING 

 The Aztec and Mayan calendars were very similar. The Aztecs, however, had a more primitive 
number system and consequently a (1) _____ exact way of calculating dates. A complicated 
system of two concurrent calendars existed, one marking the days and the (2) _____ the years. The 
former was arranged on a 260-day cycle divided into 20 periods and then subdivided again. It 
was used as a religious calendar and the priests could thereby decide (3) _____ important 
activities like going to war or building projects. The (4) _____ was based on the (5) _____ more 
familiar 365-day solar count. It was also divided and subdivided but into smaller periods than our 
own Julian calendar. Five days, which were not represented at all, were (6) _____ aside as a time 
for festivities. People would dress up and sing and dance. Sacrifices were also carried out of which 
the majority were human but some could be performed (7) _____ animals and fruit. 

 The Aztec system is (8) _____ complicated by the fact that in different towns the years started 
(9) _____ different months. Consequently, much historical confusion has arisen due to the fact that 
the same day can be found twice in the same year, and every 52 years the same name for the 
year (10) _____.  
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Your answers: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

 

VI. SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (20 pts) 

1. We regret to inform you that there is no more demand for your products  
Much to ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. When did the patient regain consciousness? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ round. 

3. As far as I know, the building was set on fire deliberately. 
To the best ________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. It seems unbelievable, but he’s learned that long poem by heart. 
Unbelievable ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. The direct aim of the statement is to make the public aware of the present situation. 
The statement boils ________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Since she met that boy, she’s been thinking only about him.  WRAPPED 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. The passengers were not allowed to smoke cigarettes during the flight.  REFRAIN 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. The handling of the matter has been heavily criticized by the press.  SCORN 
The press __________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. His mother claims that he can easily be infected with flu.  SUSCEPTIBLE 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. We have a debt of gratitude to pay all those who gave us their support. INDEBTED 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE END OF THE TEST 




