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ĐỀ THI CHỌN ĐỘI TUYỂN HỌC SINH GIỎI LỚP 9 

MÔN: TIẾNG ANH – NĂM HỌC: 2009 – 2010 

Ngày kiểm tra: Thứ Bảy (30/01/2010) 

(Thời gian làm bài: 150 phút, không kể thời gian phát đề) 

PART ONE: LISTENING (10 pts)  

I. Listen to the recording. Fill in each blank with the missing word. 

 My most (1) __________ experience happened when I had just left university. I had 

just (2) __________ teaching in a Liverpool secondary school. One morning my alarm clock 

didn’t ring. I had forgotten to (3) __________ it up. I woke up at half past eight and school 

began at nine. I (4) __________ washed, shaved, dressed, (5) __________ into my car and 

drove to school. When I arrived the students had (6) __________ gone into class. I didn’t go 

to the staff room, but went (7) __________ into class. After two or three minutes the 

students began (8) __________ and I couldn’t understand why! (9) __________ I looked 

down and understood. I (10) __________ put on one black shoe and one brown shoe! 

Stanley Hooper, B. A., Preston, Lancs. 

II. Listen to two people calling the Emergency Service. Choose the option (A, B, C, or D) 

which best completes the blank space in each statement given below. 

11. The first caller saw two cars crash into __________. 

 A. a robber B. a policeman C. a security van D. the factory gates 

12. The two guards were __________ when the police arrived. 

 A. dead  B. crying near the gates   

 C. lying to the police officers D. lying on the ground 

13. The thieves had taken __________. 

 A. a factory car  B. all the wages for the workers  

 C. important documents D. some equipment 

14. The fire started __________. 

 A. in the office  B. in the showroom    

 C. at the petrol pumps D. from neighboring houses 
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15. The cause of the fire was that someone had __________. 

 A. set fire to the garage B. burned the waste-paper basket  

 C. carelessly thrown a lighted cigarette D. knocked off a lighted candle 

III. Listen to an interview and give short answers to the questions. 

16. How long did it take her to make her last movie? 

17. Although the casting was interesting to her, what else does she feel about it? 

18. What does she think a famous actress can make? 

19. How many hours a day did they work on the movie? 

20. What did she like most about the process? 

PART TWO: MULTIPLE-CHOICE (30 pts) 

1.  He never lifts a __________ to help with the housework. 

 A. hand B. thumb C. finger D. toe 

2.  John __________ his job last month and since then he __________ out of work. 

 A. lost / was B. has lost / has been C. was lost / is D. lost / has been 

3. Yesterday morning, when I arrived at the airport, Sophie __________ for me for a 

 quarter of an hour.    

 A. waited B. was waiting C. had been waiting D. had waited 

4.  In time of globalization and integration, any nations including the powers belong 

 __________ all other ones.  

 A. with B. to C. for D. of 

5.  It is __________ to regard any language as the possession of a particular nation. 

 A. illogical B. rumored C. obligatory D. meaningless 

6.  If you need any help, you can ask Tom. He’s always __________. 

 A. important B. helpless C. hospitable D. supportive 

7.  My daughter spends two hours __________ mathematics every day. 

 A. to study B. studying C. study D. for studying 

8.  The city has been __________ with toxic waste from local factories. 

 A. contaminated B. wasted C. dusted D. fertilized 

9.  I have __________ to talk a lot whenever I am nervous. 

 A. a knowledge B. an idea C. a tendency D. an obligation 
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10. She was singing an old Spanish folk song, a favorite of __________. 

 A. her B. hers C. herself D. her own self 

11. She seems very confident but you __________ never judge by appearances. 

 A. could B. should C. might D. ought 

12. Write to me and tell me __________ about your holiday in Switzerland. 

 A. every B. all C. much D. some 

13. The bill came to over a thousand dollars __________. 

 A. at all B. in all C. to all D. of all 

14. Look! Those boys __________ a nap instead of playing in the hot sun. 

 A. are having B. should be having C. should have had D. should have 

15. Many factories break the anti-pollution laws and __________. 

 A. put up with it B. come round to it C. get away with it D. take it over 

16. Disposing of waste and rubbish is a hard problem to deal with. 

 A. carry out B. put up C. get away D. cope with 

17. Most societies have now to __________ some conveniences to prevent environmental 

 problems.  

 A. put off B. make up for C. do without D. take after 

18. We’ve got lawyers in this club, and builders and hairdressers – people from all 

 different walks of life.   

 A. fields B. bases C. viewpoints D. ways 

19. She is very efficient, and __________ polite to customers. 

 A. unreasonably B. unfavorably C. unduly D. unfailingly 

20. The __________ of the trains and buses causes frustration. 

 A. infrequence B. frequency C. frequenting D. frequent 

21. The boy was violent and his parents found him __________. 

 A. managing B. unmanaged C. manageable D. unmanageable 

22. Everything __________ at the conference last week. 

 A. went back and forth B. ran like clockwork    

 C. fell head over heels D. was a small world 
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23. “__________”  “I’d rather not say.” 

 A. May I go out?  B. How much is this shirt?   

 C. How much do you weigh? D. What’s this? 

24. “She’s the best pianist in the school.”  “__________” 

 A. You can say that again. B. Never mind!    

 C. That’s OK!  D. That’s that. 

25. Coping with the problem of pollution now is just __________. 

 A. out of order B. out of the question C. in reality D. on purpose 

26. Orientation, leadership, and teamwork training will provide the basis for enabling 

 youth to work effectively.   

 A. assisting B. forcing C. allowing  D. stimulating 

27. The Youth Camp sets up a stronger regional identity by raising youth’s awareness of 

 Southeast Asia’s history.    

 A. rising B. heightening C. spreading D. declining 

28. “Barcalona is bound to win.”  “__________”  

 A. It’s a bargain.  B. What’s wrong with it?   

 C. Do you want a bet? D. So does MANU. 

29. “__________” “It’s my pleasure.”  

 A. Thank you, you’ve been so kind. B. You play good tennis, I think.  

 C. You can’t touch it  D. It was a wonderful pleasure trip. 

30. “__________” “What for?” 

 A. I think we should do the double-glazing. B. Why bother doing it now?  

 C. Thanks for joining us! D. She’s gone, isn’t she? 

PART THREE: WORD FORMS (10 pts) 

Use the appropriate form of the word given in each blank to make meaningful sentences. 

1. Local people assembled to welcome back their __________ (triumph) army. 

2. A __________ (ghost) figure in while suddenly appeared before us.  

3. They exchanged the usual __________ (pleasure) before getting down to discussing 

business. 

4. Professor Jackson has joined the company, working in the __________ (advice) section. 

5. The company was hit by a __________ (succeed) of crisis. 

6. He incurred her __________ (pleased) by refusing her invitation. 
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7. Thousands of African children are __________ (nourish); they suffer from malnutrition. 

8. I could see several __________ (draw) in your performance today, Roddick! 

9. We are grateful to him for his __________ (heart) in teaching career. 

10. You have to find a(n) __________ (interest) person to ask for an objective judgment. 

PART FOUR: READING (40 pts)  

A/ Read the following passage and choose the option (A, B, C or D) which is most 

complete the sentence or answer the question before it. 

 Frank Tower, have you ever heard of him? He is the questionable figure who 

supposedly survived three doomed ships in the 1900's. Some consider him one of the 

luckiest men alive. He was touted to be a middle-aged fireman in the engine room. Some 

considered him an ordinary, hardworking person, but he had the ability to avoid dying in 

some of the most horrendous ocean liner accidents ever recorded. 

 He was said to have once been a crew member on the Titanic at the time that the ship 

hit the iceberg. Two years later, he was working on the Empress of Ireland when she 

collided with the Storstad. Over one thousand people died in that disaster. He was then 

employed in May of 1915 on the Lusitania when it was hit by a U-20 torpedo. He 

apparently lived through that without a scratch as well. If you are beginning to doubt this 

man's existence, you are probably not too far from the truth. No records have been found 

ever listing a man by Frank Towers working on any of the three ships. 

 The legend of Frank Towers seems to be another case of an urban folk tale, humanity's 

desire to see triumph over a tragic situation. Fact or fiction, Frank Towers is one of the 

multiple characters that help color the history books. 

1. According to the article, the Lusitania is a(n) __________? 

 A. airplane B. torpedo boat C. ship  D. train 

2.  This passage sheds doubt on __________. 

 A. the fact that three ships sank  

 B. the thought that America was at war with other countries 

 C. Frank Towers causing the ships to sink 

 D. urban folk tales are not always based on real people 

3.  The title of this article could be __________. 

 A. "Frank Towers, a Man of Mystery"    

 B. "Surviving the Impossible"      
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 C. "The Legend of Frank Towers Debunked" 

 D. "How to Survive Doomed Ships" 

4.  According to this passage, which of the following phrases best captures the intent of the 

 article? 

 A. A stitch in time saves nine.  B. Don't believe everything you read.  

 C. Seeing is believing.  D. There are many layers of an onion. 

5.  The article states that urban folk tales are created because __________. 

 A. they are fun to hear  

 B. humanity likes to see someone triumph over tragedy 

 C. they trick people into believing lies 

 D. people do not remember details clearly 

B/ Fill in each blank with ONE suitable word to make a meaningful passage. 

 English is widely regarded as a gateway to wealth for national economies, 

organizations, and (1) __________. If that is correct, the distribution of poverty in future 

will be closely (2) __________ to the distributions of English. 

 One of the legacies of the British Empire is (3) __________, in many countries, access to 

English remains part of an elite social process. In the old, modernist model, English (4) 

__________ acted as a marker of membership of a select, educated, middle (5) __________ 

group. In a globalized world, English is much more widely distributed, as (6) __________ 

access to education generally. The increasingly important role that English is now (7) 

__________ in economic processes, in providing access to the kind of global knowledges 

available (8) __________ English and the jobs which (9) __________ contact with customers 

and colleagues for whom English is the only (10) __________ language, has brought with 

(11) __________ the danger that English has become one of the main mechanisms for 

structuring inequality in developing economies. Lack of English in some countries now 

threatens to exclude a minority (12) __________ than the majority of a population. 

 The stream of (13) __________ workers flowing to richer economies threatens to (14) 

__________ the developing economies they come from – Bangladeshi construction workers 

in Southeast Asia, Indian entrepreneurs in Saudi Arabia, nurses  and  doctors  from 

African countries. This exodus of talent has (15) __________ serious concerns 

C/ Choose the best option (A, B, C or D) to complete each of the blanks in the following 

passage. 
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 Greenhouse gases arise from a wide range of sources and their increasing concentration 

is largely (1) __________ to the compound effects of increased population, improved living 

standards and changes in life style. From a current base of 5 billion, the United Nations 

predicts that the global population may stabilize in the twenty first century between 8 and 

14 billion, with more than 90 per cent of the (2) __________ increase taking place in the 

world’s developing nations. The (3) __________ activities to support that growth, 

particularly to produce the required energy and food, will cause further increases in 

greenhouse gas emissions. The challenge, therefore, is to attain a (4) __________ balance 

between population, economic growth and the environment.  

 The (5) __________ greenhouse gas emissions from human activities are carbon dioxide 

(CO2), methane and nitrous oxide. Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) are the only major (6) 

__________ to the greenhouse effect that does not occur naturally, coming from such 

sources as refrigeration, plastics and manufacture. Coal’s total contribution to greenhouse 

gas emissions is thought to be about 18 per cent, with about half of this coming from (6) 

__________ generation.  

 The worldwide coal industry (8) __________ extensive resources to researching and 

developing new technologies and ways of capturing greenhouse gases. (9) __________ are 

likely to be improved dramatically, and hence CO2 emissions (10) __________, through 

combustion and gasification techniques which are now at (11) __________ and 

demonstration stages.   

 Clean coal is another avenue for improving fuel conversion efficiency. Investigations 

are under (12) __________ into super-clean coal (35 per cent ash) and ultraclean coal (less 

than 1 per cent ash). Super-clean coal has the potential to (13) __________ enhance the 

combustion efficiency of conventional pulverized fuel power plants. Ultraclean coal will 

enable coal to be used in (14) __________ power systems such as coal fired gas turbines 

which, when (15) __________ in combined cycle, have the potential to achieve much 

greater efficiencies.  

1. A. limited B. related C. oriented D. suited 

2.  A. projected B. intended C. calculated D. wanted 

3.  A. major B. remarkable C. mutual D. associated 

4.  A. reachable B. sustainable C. eligible D. visual 

5.  A. great B. large C. major D. apparent 

6.  A. contributor B. substance C. chemical D. emission 

7. A. electronic B. electric C. electrical D. electricity 
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8.  A. assigns B. allocates C. confines D. relates 

9.  A. Efficiencies B. Results C. Consequences D. Influences 

10. A. eradicated B. affected C. increased D. reduced 

11. A. launch B. pilot C. experiment D. beginning 

12. A. experiment B. development C. way D. progress 

13. A. enhance B. stimulate C. strengthen D. activate 

14. A. electrified B. developed C. controlled D. advanced 

15. A. involved B. operated C. managed D. made 

PART FIVE: WRITING (10 pts) 

For each of the sentences below, write a new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to 

the original sentence, using the given word. 

1. I travel by bus only when I have no alternative. resort 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

2.  He took no part in the discussion. contribute 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

3. After two hours the bridegroom still hadn’t appeared. sign 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

4.  I can’t stand that dreadful noise any longer. enough 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

5. That jumper you knitted for my daughter no longer fits her. grown 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

6.  Most doctors agree that smoking is bad for your health. harm 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

7.  I never thought of going by train. occurred 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

8.  There are several categories of people who do not have to pay the new tax. exempt 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  
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9.  Local residents said they were against the new traffic scheme. disapproval 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

10. This new record is certain to sell a lot of copies. doubt 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

The end 




