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LESSSON 3 – INVERSION + SUBJECT & VERB AGREEMENT 

A. THEORY 

B. PRACTICE 

I. Multiple-choice questions. 

1. I can’t say with any _____ where I’ll be next week. 
A. certain B. certainty C. certainly D. uncertain 

2. The _____ need to be helped by the government. 
A. employee B. employer C. unemployed D. All are correct 

3. She was given a prize for her _____ in fashion design. 
A. achievement B. achievements C. None is correct D. A & B are correct 

4. Each country has its own strategy for building a strong _____. 
A. economy B. economics C. economists D. economizers 

5. He has resigned his _____ of the club because of his poor health. 
A. member B. members C. membership D. memberships 

6. She seems intelligent and well-_____. 
A. educative B. educational C. educated D. educationally 

7. The Thai pilots approaching Tan Son Nhat airport use English to ask _____ landing instructions. 
A. about B. for C. to D. with 

8. The manufacturers disclaimed all responsibility for damage _____ by misuse. 
A. created B. reasoned C. caused D. invented 

9. It took _____ time and effort to do this research. 
A. a great deal of B. plenty of C. lots of D. All are correct 

10. She lives near me and I speak to her every day on my _____ to work. 
A. road B. way C. street D. travel 

11. This old lady needs _____. 
A. taking care of B. to take care of C. being taken care of D. being taking care of 

12. A drop in prices _____ for the coming year. 
A. was predicted B. has been predicted C. will be predicted D. will predict 

13. Goods in this shop are _____ displayed. 
A. attractive B. attractively C. attracting D. attraction 

14. Half of the food _____. 
A. is eaten B. has been eaten C.  has eaten D. were eaten 

15. Mandela retired _____ the presidency _____ the age of 81. 
A. away – at B. away – with C. from – with D. from – at 

16. He sometimes went to _____ prison to give lectures. 
A. the  B. Ø C. a D. any 

17. The polio vaccine _____ millions of lives so far. 
A. have been saved B, have saved C. has saved D. has been saved 

18. The tasks were not challenging enough for me and I got _____. 
A. bored B. boring C. boringly D. bore 

19. Elizabeth Blackwell was born in England and _____ to New York when she was ten. 
A. immigrated B. emigrated C. left D. lived 

20. Don’t bother him; he is _____. 
A. in hurry B. in a hurry C. in the hurry D. on a hurry 

21. Applicants should be well-trained and experienced _____ their occupations. 
A. at B. in C. on  D. to 

22. _____ cannot replace people in this work. 
A. Mechanics B. Machine C. Machines D. Mechanical 

23. He was arrested and sentenced _____ 5 year’s imprisonment. 
A. for  B. of C. to D. with 

24. The blind _____ able to listen to radio. 
A. are B. is  C. be D. None is correct 
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25. Any admitted _____ by the unexpected birthday party last night. 
A. to surprise B. being surprised C. to be surprised D. surprising 

26. It is highly desirable that every effort _____ expenditure. 
A. be made to reduce B. make to reduce C. made to reduce D. is made to reduce 

27. I prefer to stay at home rather than _____ together now. 
A. getting B. get C. got D. be got 

28. _____ arrival, she found that she forgot the key. 
A. To B. In C. On D. For 

29. I remember _____ to Paris as a small child. 
A. taking B. being taken C. to take D. to be taken 

30. I absolutely object to _____ twice for the same thing. 
A. be paid B. being paying C. paying D. being paid 

II. Supply the correct form of the verbs. 

1. Three-fourths of the pancakes (eat) _____ already. 
2. Six and four (make) _____ ten. 
3. 100 meters (not be) _____ a long distance to travel by car. 
4. The sheep (be) _____ lined up two by two. 
5. There are two evening flights to Atlanta that (leave) before 7. 
6. Only one of the fifty states in the United States (be) _____ an island. 
7. A horse’s teeth (reveal) _____ its ages. 
8. Where the Olympic Games will be held (be) _____ determined long in advance. 
9. My family (be) _____ busy tomorrow so my family won’t take part in your party. 
10. Rickets (be) a children’s disease caused by a lack of vitamin D. 
11. On the table (be) _____ an old trunk. 
12. Among my classmates (be) _____ my form-teacher. 
13. Water and oil (not mix) _____. 
14. Many a man (not want) _____ to do housework. 
15. A box of eggs (be) _____ on the table. 
16. The elderly in my country (be) _____ given free medical care. 
17. It is me that (be) _____ the loser. 
18. Two miles (be) _____ all that we need to walk today. 
19. He is one of the many archeologists who (have) _____ studied Easter Island. 
20. Joe is the only one of the boys who (be) _____ on time. 
21. Not one of the women in my office (receive) _____ a promotion in the past two years. All of the 

promotions (go) _____ to men. 
22. The manager, as well as his assistants, (arrive) _____ at the airport lately. 
23. A common cause of traffic accidents (be) _____ the weather conditions. 
24. Neither the boy’s friends nor I (be) _____ going to see him off. 
25. The team (discuss) _____ the game among themselves at this moment. 
26. Cattle (raise) _____ in abundance. 
27. The millionaire, along with his wife and two sons, often (travel) _____ abroad. 
28. I don’t have to say much. Just a word or two (be) _____ sufficient. 
29. Thousands of pounds (have) _____ been spent on the new hospital. 
30. Three days without you (seem) _____ to be three centuries. 
31. It (be) _____ my two friends who (hurt) _____ in the fight. 
32. Rubella (be) _____ a serious problem, which can cause severe physical damage to the unborn 

child. 
33. Among the premature babies (be) _____ Lan who (need) _____ special medical care. 
34. The hen with yellow legs in his room on his documents and books (be) _____ too much one 

day. 
35. Sales of arms to the Middle East (have) _____ dramatically increased. 
36. Add a small amount of oil if greens (begin) _____ to stick. 
37. The bar is cozy, and she eats (not be) _____ bad either. 
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IX. Sentence transformation. 

1. He little realizes what problem creates for others. 
Little_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The winner was so exhausted that he collapsed soon after finishing the race. 
Such_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. The professionals not only demanded new training facilities; they also proposed a revision of 
membership fee.  
Not only___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. I didn’t realize how ill he was until I visited him. 
Not until___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Only when_________________________________________________________________________________ 
It was______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. John only understood very little of what the teacher said. 
Hardly_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. It was such rotten meat that it had to be thrown away. 
So_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. If the government raised interest rates, they would lose the election. 
Were______________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. As soon as I got into the bathroom, someone knocked at the door. 
No sooner__________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. There was so much uncertainty that the financial markets remained closed. 
Such_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. The president’s bodyguards stood behind him, watching. 
Watchfully_________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Tim insisted on being told the ghost story. 
Nothing____________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. She never seems to succeed, even though she works hard. 
However___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hard_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Andrew is the most person I have ever met. 
I’ve yet____________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Far more people join the fair this year than last year. 
Not________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. I would love to be rich and famous. 
If__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. I don’t intend to apologize to either of them. 
I have_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

17. A work permit will only be issued on receipt of the correct documents. 
Not until___________________________________________________________________________________ 

18. His efforts to find the solution to the problem didn’t deserve such savage criticism. 
He shouldn’t_______________________________________________________________________________ 

19. She stopped crying and smiled right after his apology. 
No sooner__________________________________________________________________________________ 

20. All the other patients were called to see the dentist before Mr. Johnson. 
Mr. Johnson was the________________________________________________________________________ 

21. I can’t often afford to spend my holiday abroad. 
I am seldom________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. Your silly questions distracted me. 
You drove_________________________________________________________________________________ 

23. Uncle Jerry lent me the money willingly. 
Uncle Jerry’s_______________________________________________________________________________ 

24. A new flu vaccine has been on trial since the beginning of the year. 
They_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

25. Tom and Jerry did not get on well. 
Tom was not on____________________________________________________________________________ 




