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C. PRACTICE FROM PAST PAPERS 

I. Close test. 

Passage 1 (Chuyên Anh Lê Hồng Phong 2007) 

 The director has overall responsibility for the artistic side of a production and must (1) _____ all 
the rehearsal and keep an (2) _____ on all the backstage and technical departments  
(3) _____. Directors tend to have (4) _____ personalities and can be temperamental. But the 
success or (5) _____ of a play is in their (6) _____. It is their job to (7) _____ out the imaginative 
qualities in the actors in order to get the best response from them. Some directors let actors 
decide on their own interpretation while (8) _____ give detailed instruction as to (9) _____ they 
want the parts to be played. Some directors also (10) _____ on duties, such as planning a season’s 
program and supervising the budget. 

Passage 2 (Chuyên Anh Lê Hồng Phong 2008) 

 Many tourists who visit Central America find (1) _____ surprising to learn that the Mayas still live 
there. (2) _____ it is true that their ancient civilization came to an end when their country was  
(3) _____ over by the Spanish conquistadors, the Mayan people carried (4) _____ living in the area. 
Today there are an estimated 1.2 million Mayas (5) _____ live in southern Mexico, and many other 
areas of Central America states have large Mayan populations as (6) _____. 

 Many of their stories and art forms have remained (7) _____ over time, and today, women 
weave clothing and carpets that have signs and symbols that are the same as (8) _____ found in 
ancient temples. 

 The different patterns and symbols on these brightly coloured (9) _____ not only look attractive, 
(10) _____ can also communicate important information such as marital (11) _____.  

 Even though the majority of the Mayas are now Catholics, many of the festivals that they  
(12) _____ part in are a mixture of the old rituals that their ancestors (13) _____ to practise and 
more modern Christian elements. It was perhaps the Mayas' ability to (14) _____ and change that 
made it possible for them to survive to the (15) _____ day. 

Passage 3 (Chuyên Anh Lê Hồng Phong 2009) 

 The city of Melbourne, Australia has always had a (1) _____ for unusual weather. Melbourne 

people enjoy (2) _____ this joke to visitors: if you don't like the weather in Melbourne, don't worry, 

just wait five minutes, because it's sure to change. 

 At the beginning of 1992, Melbourne had its (3) _____ January for over 100 years. It rained for 

nine days on (4) _____. As well as raining all day, the weather was also cold. At night, people in 

some Melbourne suburbs were (5) _____ on their heating as (6) _____ it was winter. It was (7) _____ 

cold many people could (8) _____ believe that it was summer at all. 

 The best weather in Melbourne, however, is not usually in the summer: it is in the autumn. The 

autumn usually has more pleasant days (9) _____ the summer. The weather in autumn is usually 

(10) _____ of warm days and cool, comfortable (11) _____. 

 The (12) _____ of the city at this time of year is beautiful, too. Melbourne has many lovely 
gardens and parklands with beautiful trees. In the autumn, the trees change their (13) _____ to 
red, gold and brown. As they are (14) _____ in the air by the wind of a late autumn day, the leaves 
add life to the city. So even if the summer is cold and wet, people in Melbourne can still look 
forward to the (15) _____ of a warm sunny autumn. 

Passage 4 (Chuyên Anh Lê Hồng Phong 2010) 
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 Illiteracy is the condition of being (1) _____ to read and write. Illiteracy is also (2) _____ to 
describe the condition of being ignorant or unknowledgeable in a particular subject or field. 
Computer illiteracy is (3) _____ inability to use a computer programming language.  

 Most of us (4) _____ use computers know how to send emails, or how to create a new folder. 
But we know (5) _____ about programming languages, the artificial languages used to write 
instructions that can be executed by a computer. Even in technologically (6) _____ countries, a 
very small percentage of computer users are able to read or write this kind of computer 
language. Should we (7) _____ the effort to learn a computer language, especially when these 
are so complicated? The answer is (8) _____. Because of computer illiteracy, users are at the  
(9) _____ of software manufacturers.  Our  society  becomes  more  dependent  on  information 
(10) _____,  and  in  a  few  years’ (11) _____, reading and  writing a computer language will be  as 
essential (12) _____ using a human language. Computer users will not be able to survive (13) _____ 
they know the code – the set of detailed instructions that tell a computer what to do. In the  
(14) _____, survival and professional success will presuppose knowing everything about the 
machines we (15) _______ with. 

Passage 5 (Chuyên Anh Lê Hồng Phong 2011) 

 (1) _____ nightmares are usually quickly forgotten, they can be very disturbing, particularly if 
frequent, and if one dwells (2) _____ several days. Whether or not we should (3) _____ much 
reliance on trying to interpret their meaning is a matter for debate, as dream (4) _____ is usually no 
more than inspired guesswork – with the interpreter fantasizing more than the dreamer. But 
sometimes, (5) _____ waking up suddenly out of a nightmare, this paralysis can continue and one 
cannot move or call out. This distressing state can (6) _____ minutes to lift; all the sufferer can do 
(7) _____ breathe, move the eyes and possibly moan. (8) _____ contrast, and in rare 
circumstances, dreaming may occur without paralysis and then, if the dream is violent, the all  
(9) _____ mobile dreamer may (10) _____ to harm or harm others. 

Passage 6 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2005) 

 One of the strangest creatures inhabiting the dry parts of Africa is the aardvark, a mammal 
that belongs to the order Tubulidentata. The Dutch settlers (1) _____ migrated to South Africa gave 
this animal this (2) _____. In Dutch, it (3) _____ “earth pig.” 

 This animal can grow up to six feet long. It has a thick tail, and (4) _____ most aardvarks have 
few hairs on their pinkish gray skin, some have a full (5) _____ of hair. The aardvark has large ears 
(6) _____ a rabbit and a long, narrow head. The aardvark can (7) _____ even the faintest of 
sounds. Thus, its ears and head shape are perfectly suited for (8) _____ it needs to capture its food, 
for the aardvark eats only termites and ants. The aardvark has extremely strong front claws,  
(9) _____ it uses to break (10) _____ the hard covering of termite nests. Since the aardvark has such 
strong skin, the insects cannot (11) _____ the aardvark, and the aardvark uses its long, sticky 
tongue to catch the insects. 

 The aardvark lives in an underground burrow. During the day, it (12) _____, but at night it comes 
out to hunt (13) _____ food. This amazing animal can protect (14) _____ by fighting with its strong 
claws or by hurriedly digging a new burrow to hide (15) _____. 

Passage 7 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2005) 

 Blind people can read today thanks to the work of many diligent inventors. One of the first truly 
effective systems (1) _____ the blind to read was developed by Valentin Haily, a Frenchman. He 
actually embossed the standard alphabet onto paper, i.e., it was a punched alphabet. Other 
people improved on Haily’s system, and a similar system, (2) _____ Moon Type, was invented by 
William Moon in England in 1845. These systems are good for people who become blind late in  
(3) _____ after they are already familiar (4) _____ the standard alphabet. 

 The most well-known system, Braille, was (5) _____ by a 15-year-old French boy who was  
(6) _____ blind. In 1824 he came up with a system composed of one to six dots arranged in a six-
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position matrix. Braille became interested in the (7) _____ for such a system when he found that the 
library at the school for the blind that he attended in Paris had only 14 books in embossed 
characters. Students who had never seen the English alphabet (8) _____ reading embossed 
characters frustrating. More importantly, the students could not write with a system of embossed 
letters. 

 Braille based his idea (9) _____ a system called night-writing that the French army was using 
(10) _____ nighttime battlefield messages. In fact, it was Captain Charles Barbier who assisted 
Braille by providing information on the army’s communication system. The army’s system used 
twelve dots and Braille (11) _____ to come up with a workable system that used only six. 

 It is interesting to note that even though Braille’s classmates readily adopted his system and 
(12) _____ Braille eventually became the basis for the system currently (13) _____ today, the school 
for the blind that Braille (14) _____ did not adopt Braille’s system (15) _____ 1854, two years after his 
death. 

Passage 8 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2006) 

 Almost since time began children have helped their (1) _____ at home. In the 1700s, a great 
change was taking (2) _____ in England. Cloth and other things which had been made by  
(3) _____ in homes were now manufactured by (4) _____ in factories. New inventions caused this 
change, (5) _____ was called the Industrial Revolution. Children then began to work (6) _____ their 
homes. 

        Factory owners liked children to work for (7) _____ because they had small hands and could 
operate the cloth-making machines quicker than an (8) _____. They worked for little money and 
did as they were (9) _____. 

        But the factory owners were often cruel to the (10) _____. Five- and six-year-old children were 
chained to their machines. They often worked as (11) _____ as 16 hours a day. They did not have 
nice places to live and were not fed (12) _____. They did not go to school. Sometimes they were 
taken away from their parents and did not see them again. 

        At (13) _____, the government in England began to make laws that helped the children. One 
of these laws was (14) _____ in 1819. It said that children under nine years old could not (15) _____ 
in factories. In time, the laws of most countries protected their children. 

Passage 9 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2006) 

 Here are the directions for how to get to my house – (1) _____ out this email and bring it with 
you. It’s not difficult to (2) _____, as you’re coming by train. Come out of the station and (3) _____ 
right. Carry on down the road until you come to a church (4) _____ St Paul’s. You can’t miss it. Just 
after the church turn left. (5) _____ careful – it’s a very small street and people often go (6) _____ 
without noticing it. You’ll see my house (7) _____ the end of the street – it’s got a red door. Try and 
get here (8) _____ time for lunch. You can give me a call on your mobile if you get (9) _____. 

 After lunch there’s a couple of things we could do. (10) _____ we can look around Brighton, or 
we can take my car and go (11) _____ a walk in the park. We don’t need to (12) _____ yet, - we’ll 
just see how we’re feeling at the (13) _____. It’s great that you’re coming down to stay for a  
(14) _____ days. I’m really looking forward to it. Give my best (15) _____ to your family. 

Passage 10 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2007) 

 Relaxation and exercise are popular ways to reduce stress. Here are some more ways. Have 
you (1) _____ any of these?  

 Music therapy: Studies show that listening to music (2) _____ Mozart, Beethoven, and Pachelbel 
helps people (3) _____ calm and creates a relaxing environment. The next (4) _____ you feel 
stressed, turn off the rock or rap music on the radio and try (5) _____ music. 
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 Meditation: There are many types of meditation, but many (6) _____ meditate simply following 
these instructions. First, close your (7) _____. Then breathe normally and naturally. After that, start to 
pay (8) _____ to your breathing. Listen to the way you breathe, but don’t (9) _____ to change it. 
Finally, concentrate on your breathing for at (10) _____ fifteen minutes. You might feel less stressed, 
and you will definitely feel (11) _____ relaxed. 

 Autogenic relaxation: Concentrate on one part of your (12) _____ at a time. Start with your 
feet. Relax your feet and (13) _____, “My feet are warm,” three times. Do your feet (14) _____ 
warmer? Then relax your legs. Say, “My legs are warm,” three (15) _____. As you move up your 
body, tell each part that it is warm. It will begin to feel warm – and relaxed. 

Passage 11 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2008) 

 Jeanne Dixon began making predictions when she was a little girl. She had a crystal ball that 
she (1) _____ to peer into the future. She correctly predicted several events, (2) _____ the death of 
her grandfather. 

 Dixon made many predictions about the future throughout her life, but the (3) _____ that 
brought her the most fame was her prediction of the assassination of President Kennedy. In 1952, 
she (4) _____ a vision. She saw a man with blue eyes living in the White House. He was going to die 
a violent (5) _____. Eight years later, John Kennedy, a man with blue eyes, (6) _____ president of 
the United States. On November 22, 1963, Jeanne told her friends, “(7) _____ terrible is going to 
happen today.” Then, they heard an announcement. President Kennedy had been shot. 

 (8) _____ of Dixon's major predictions was the death of President Kennedy’s brother Robert.  
(9) _____ day, she was walking through a hotel in Los Angeles. Suddenly, she (10) _____ and said, 
“Robert Kennedy is going to be killed here.” Soon after that, in June 1968, Robert Kennedy was 
shot in that exact place. 

 Dixon accurately predicted the deaths of several (11) _____ celebrities. She also predicted 
other kinds of events, for (12) _____, a big earthquake in Alaska in 1964. She made a number of 
inaccurate predictions as (13) _____, but people don’t seem to remember as many of these. 

 Jeanne Dixon died in 1997, but she (14) _____ behind several predictions which could still come 
(15) _____. One of them is that intelligent life will be discovered on another planet. 

Passage 12 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2009) 

Dear Sir, 

 I am writing to complain about your article on teenage spending. I think it is unfair to (1) _____ 
that all teenagers are materialistic, we are not all greedy and selfish. As (2) _____ as I’m 
concerned, adults spend lots of money on clothes, computers and cars too. However, I do agree 
that (3) _____, both teenagers and adults, want more nowadays. I think there are many (4) _____ 
for this. Firstly, we live in a consumer society and we (5) _____ designer clothes, videos, and 
computer games advertised all the (6) _____ on our televisions. Also, there is a lot (7) _____ money 
available than when our parents were young and more things to (8) _____ in the shops so it is 
easier to spend more. (9) _____ addition, parents are an example to their children. If they  
(10) _____ to stop young people consuming so much then they must stop spending money 
themselves. 

 On the other hand, not (11) _____ teenagers spend money on designer clothes and CDs, some 
save their money for the (12) _____. I have a part-time job and am saving for a new bicycle, I 
don’t buy expensive labels and nor (13) _____ my friends. 

 Finally, it is not teenagers that (14) _____ all the financial problems in a family, parents should 
stop spending too, so please stop (15) _____ teenagers for everything. 

Yours sincerely, 
Lidia Appleby 
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Passage 13 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2010) 

 I have many pen friends since I first started writing to people from other (1) _____, but the best 
friend I have ever had (2) _____ a girl called Yvette. Yvette is seventeen years old and she is from 
France. We have (3) _____ friends for six years and I still remember the first (4) _____ she wrote me a 
letter. In fact it was the longest letter I have (5) _____ received. She wrote all about her life and 
sent twelve (6) _____ of herself, including some with her family. When I wrote back I had to (7) 
_____ for not writing such a long letter, but she didn’t mind at (8) _____. It was then that I realised 
how nice she (9) _____. She has a wonderful personality and I feel I can (10) _____ her everything 
about my life whenever I write to her. She (11) _____ tells me about her problems and I think we 
have become more (12) _____ sisters than pen friends. We haven’t already met but I am planning 
to (13) _____ Paris next summer. Yvette and I are really looking (14) _____ to seeing each other for 
the first time and we are both sure we will (15) _____ on well together. 

II. Choose the correct best answer to complete the sentences. 

1. The shark _____ him while he was paddling on his surfboard. 
A. has attacked B. had attacked C. attacked D. was attacked 

2. Either John or his brothers _____ the keys to the car. 
A. has taken  B. have taken  C. has been taken       D. have been taken 

3. We'll go out as soon as it _____ raining. 
A. has stopped  B. will have stopped      C. will stop  D. is stopping 

4. The police stated that the accident _____ soon. 
A. will be investigated   B. had investigated   
C. is being investigated  D. would be investigated 

5. There are chances that Manchester United _____ the last match against Juventus. 
A. won  B. will win  C. has won  D. would win 

6. Hardly _____ the captain of the team when he had to face the problems. 
A. had he been appointed B. did he appoint  
C. was he being appointed  D. was he appointing 

7. It is six years _____ we moved to Chicago. 
A. when  B. that  C. since  D. after 

8. Sweating increases _____ vigorous exercise or hot weather. 
A. during  B. when  C. at the time  D. for 

9. Herbs _____ in soups and sauces. 
A. are used to be  B. are often used  C. often use  D. get used to being 

10. _____ one after another, parallel computers perform groups of operations at the same time. 
A. Conventional computers, by handling tasks 
B. Since tasks being handled by conventional computers 
C. Whereas conventional computers handle tasks 
D. While tasks handled by conventional computers 

11. By the time we get out of this traffic jam, all the guests _____ home. 
A. have gone B. had gone         C. will go D. will have gone 

12. To resist corrosion _____ for today's car to prevent havoc caused by road salts, gravel and 
other materials. 
A. have new coatings been developed      B. new coatings developing 
C. development of new coatings D. new coatings have been developed 

13. The principal will declare the ceremony open as soon as all the graduates and guests _____. 
A. will have sat B. have been seated C. will be sitting D. have seated  

14. This is the latest news from Timbuktu. Two-thirds of the city _____ in a fire.  
A. was destroyed    B. have been destroyed  
C. has been destroyed   D. were destroyed 

15. This is the only party _____ in my life.  
A. I never enjoy    B. I ever enjoy    
C. I’ve never enjoyed    D. I’ve ever really enjoyed  

16. At this very time tomorrow, we _____ the final test.  
A. will do   B. will be doing  C. are doing D. are going to do 
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17. The parents left a phone number with the baby-sitter in case a problem _____ with the children.  
A. occurred   B. would occur C. occurs D. will occur 

18. Three armed gunmen stole $30,000 from a New York bank _____ yesterday afternoon.  
A. lately   B. late C. last D. later 

19. _____ he was leaving, he told us that he had to go to the bank. 
A. Since   B. After C. As D. Until 

20. It _____ ever rains here in the winter.  
A. rarely   B. barely C. occasionally D. hardly 

21. Screens, insecticides and various sprays _____ to control flies.  
A. used to try   B. are used to try C. used to trying D. are used to trying 

22. Beckham _____ for the national team in 100 matches so far.  
A. has played B. has been playing C. was playing D. played 

23. By studying the bones of prehistoric men, scientists hope to determine what their owners _____. 
A. ate   B. have eaten C. had eaten D. have been eating 

24. “You look exhausted! What’s wrong?” “It’s my new job. I can’t _____ so early.”  
A. get used to waking up   B. get use to wake up  
C. get used to wake up   D. be used to waking up   

25. His determination to pass the exam was so great that he studied _____. 
A. from day to night   B. by day and night C. day and night D. by day and by night 

26. “Where can I buy some soft drinks now?” “The store near John’s house _____ all night.” 
A. is opened   B. is open C. opens D. is opening 

27. “Look at you! You’re covered in grease!” “_____ to fix the car all morning.” 
A. I’ve tried   B. I had tried C. I’ve been trying D. I tried 

28. The couple embraced for a long time because they knew it would be a long time before they 
_____ again. 
A. met   B. were meeting C. would meet D. would have met 

29. It was the first time I _____ on stage so I must admit that I felt nervous. 
A. appeared    B. was appearing  
C. had appeared  D. had been appearing 

30. The public library _____ to all readers who are interested in reading and doing research. 
A. is opening   B. is open C. is opened D. is being opened 

31. He remarked that I didn’t look a day older than when he’d _____ seen me. 
A. last   B. late C. lately D. lastly 

II. Complete the following passages by supplying the correct tense or form of the verb. 

Passage 1 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2005) 

 He (1. just sit) _____ down when he (2. find) _____ the young lady assistant standing alongside 
him. “You must be more careful when you (3. handle) _____ these books,” she said severely. 
Satisfied that she (4. do) _____ her duty, she turned to go back to her desk. Then a sudden thought 
(5. strike) _____ her. “By the way, how old are you?” she asked Phillip. “Thirteen,” he told her. 
“You’re not allowed in here under the age of fourteen, you know,” the assistant said. “(6. you see) 
_____ the notice on the door?” Phillip (7. shake) _____ his head. He (8. expect) _____ the assistant 
to ask him to leave. Instead, in a more kindly tone, she said: “Well, never mind. But make sure that 
you (9. not disturb) _____ the other readers again, otherwise I (10. have to) _____ ask you to leave.” 

Passage 2 (Chuyên Anh Năng Khiếu 2006) 

 I (1. just buy) _____ this really cool pair of blue sunglasses. I (2. walk) _____ around Camden 
Market when I (3. see) _____ this new designer shop. I (4. look for) _____ the right style for ages, and 
there they (5. be) _____. I (6. just have to) _____ get them. I (7. go) _____ to this new club next 
Wednesday – nobody ever (8. go) _____ to clubs at the weekend – and these shades (9. be) _____ 
perfect, you know what I mean? Everyone (10. wear) _____ them these days. They’re so cooooool! 
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